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as the world, as being an emanation from 
an infinite and eternal Being. If thefe are 
its charaéters, it muft be Chriftianity, and 
if it is Chriftianity, ir muft be acknowledged 
to be divine, and heart and foul fhouid ac- 
quiefce in it. 

Is it then credible that God Almighty 
fhould difplay this Univerfe in fuch {plen- 
dor, only to feed the eyes of flocks of men 
and beafts, that ought to be confounded 
together, as having all the fame deftiny, 
and that this intelligence which dwells in us, 
which combines, which calculates, which: 
extends beyond che earth, which mounts 
above the firmament, which recolleéts the 
ages paft, and penetrates into thofe which 
are to come, and has an idea of that which 
is to lait for ever, fhould fhine forth one 
moment, only to be diffipated afterward, 
like a fecble vapour? 

What is that voice which inceffantly pro- 
claims within you, that you were born for 
great things? What are thofe defires which 
continually renew themfelves, and which make 
you feel that there is nothing in this world 
capable of occupying the withes of your heart? 

H- 4. Wher 
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‘When man eftrangeth himfelf from God, 
he is like a diftempered wretch rolling in 
agony; and the light of: hie reafon, which 
he extinguifheth, leaves him in the midit of 
a darknefs replete with horror. 

The feme troth which affures you of your 
own exiftence ; I would fay that intimate tef- 
timony whieh you find within yourfelf, af- 
fures you of the exiftence of a God, and can- 
not give you a lively idea of him, without 
impreffing you with an idea of Religion. 
The worthip which we render to the Su- 
preme Being, is fo linked with him, that our 
heart is not fatisfied but when it is rendering 
homage to him, or conforming to the order 
which he hath eftablithed. 

Af there is a God, he ought naturally to 
be beneficent; and: if he is beneficent, you: 
ought by the jufteft confequence to thank 
him for his benefits. Neither your exiftenoc 
nor your health comes from yourfelf: ‘about 
feven-and-twenty years ago, you was nothing, 
wheir all on-a fudden you became an orga- 
nized bedy, enriched with « foul to aét as 
mafter, to command and guide your frame 
according to iss will and pleafure. 

This 
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This reflection engages ‘you to feck for 
the Author of life, and when you will 
examine, you will find him in yourtlf, 
and in every thing which fursounds -you, . 
without any one of thefe objefts being able 
to boaft of their being a part of his fub- 
ftance; for God is fingle and indivifible, . 
and cannot therefore be identified with the 
elements. 

Té the Religion which he hath efteblith- - 
ed hath taken different forms, and has - 
been fince perfected by the coming of the 
Meffiah ; it is becaufe God hath treated it. 
as he has done our reafon, which at firft . 
was only a feeble ray, but afterwards, dif- 
clofing itfelf by degrees, at laft appears in + 
the brighteft light. 

Befides, is it for man to interrogate the 
Deity with regard to his condu@? Is its 
for a creature to regulate the ways of-his 
Creator, and to prefcribe a manner: of: 
operating to him? God communicates: 
himftlf to us in part, but ftill referves to? 
himfelf the right of ebfolute dominion,» 
becaufe there is nothing but what is truly 

H5 fubjed* 
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fabjed to him. If.he clearly manifeftid? 
his defigne to us here below, if the myite-- 
vies which aftonif: and.confound us were 
laid open to our view, we fhould have 
that intuitive fight which he referves till 
after this life, and death would then be 
unneceflary. Evidence is only for Heaven, 
cegnafcam, ficut © comgitus fam ®: yer we. 
would anticipate that moment, without re- 
AeSting that every thing is regulated by In- 
finice Wifdom, and that we have nothing to 
do-an our part, but to fibmic and to adore. 
The unbglicver changes nothing of the de- 
figns of God, when he dares to rife up 
agzinft him. He even enters into his plan, 
that comprehenfive plan, where the evil 
concurs with the good for the harmony of 
this world, and for che happinefs of the 
next, 

Religion and nature are equally derived 
from God, and both the one and the other, 
thougir in different manners, have their 
myfteries. and their incomprebenfibilties 
and by the fam: reafon that the exiftence 

© 1 thall know God, a3 I am koown by him, ¢ 
o! 


POPE CLEMENT xIV. 155 
of nature is not denied, though its opera- 
tions are often concealed, Religion cannot, 
nor ought not to be rejected, on account of - 
its obfcurities. 

There is nothing here ‘which’ hath not’ 
a dark fide; becaufe.our foul, weighed - 
down by a body. which: opprefics and+ 
darkens it, is not capable of fecing every 
thing. Ic is ina kind of infancy here be- 
low, and thould have light in proportion 
to the weaknefs of its fight, till death dif 
engages it from the oppreffive load which 
weighs it down, It is like a tender bird 
which pants and cries in its neft, till it 
can {pring up into the air, .and take its nae 
tural flight, 

The progrefs of Religion is admirable 
in the eyes of a true Philofopber. It is at 
firlt feen like a twilight iffuing from the 
bofom of Chaos, then like Aurora it an- 
nounces the day; which at laft appears, but 
furrounded with clouds, and cannot manifeft 
ivfelf in meridian brightnefs, until the Hea 
vens fhall be opened. 

Hath then the unprincipled ‘unbeliever 
any thing in particular which tells him, that 

116 what 
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what we believe is chimerical? Ac what - 
time, and in what place has. this fecret light + 
come to fhine upen him ? Is it in that mo- 
ment when. his paffions ingulph and govern - 
him? Oris it in the midfk of public thows 
and‘pltafures, where he. commonly. paffes his - 
Wife? - . 

Ie is aftonifking, my Lord, how men- 
give up all the authority of tradition, and’ 
elude all the ftrength of the greatait tefti-. 
monies, to-sefer blindly to two or three- 
people who give them leffons of infidelity. 
They will not allow of infpiration, yet they- 
Jook on thafe people as oracles fram whence- 
is may. be cafily concluded; that nothing: 
but their paffions can attach them to infi-. 
delity. They abhor a Religion which re- 
fivains them when they would follow tho. 
torrent of their vices, and fwim in the midft. 
of the waves of a world agitated with foam-. 
ing billows. 

Chriftianity is a fuperb picture trarel 
out by. the hand of God, and which he 
prefented to man while it was yet but 
fkerched, till the moment Jefus Chritt came 

cy 
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te Gnith it, waiting the.time when he fhould* 
give it the luftre and colouring it is to-bear- 
throughout eternity. 

Then Religion will be the only object: 
to engage our atrention, beaaufe it will be 
then in-the effence of God himfelf, making, 
as Sc. Auguitine expreffeth it, ¢-whole witht 
bim. 
This progrefs-is conformable to that of: 
the time which conftitutes this life, and 
which does not exit but by fucceflien, God- 
has thus varied the forms of Religion, be- 
caufe we are in a var-able world; but he wiih 
fix it onalterably in Heaven, becaufe there: 
no change will be known. Thefe are the 
combinations and proportions whieh difplay 
the. wifdom of the Supreme Being, Reli- 
gion being formed for man, it was his plea-- 
fure chat it fhould follow the progrefs made 
by man, according to the different modes of 
his exiftence, 

They who are intent. upon this world, 
fee nothing of all this; but you would 
judge of thefe things as 1 do, if you were 
dfungaged from all the pleafures and aH 
the rches which make you a Materialift, 

in 
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im fpite of yourfelf. Chriftianity is fpirit 
and life, and they ftray widely from it, 
who are occupied only about what is cor- 
poreal. Souls become enlightened at death, . 
only becaufe they: are no longer weighed 
dowa by bodies which immure and darken 
them. True philofophy, by difengaging 
man from whatever is carnal, does what 
death will finally. cffe&; but it is not the 
maodern philofophy, which acknowledges no 
exiftence but that of matter, and looks up- 
on metaphyfics as a feience purely chimeri- 
cal, although much more certain than Na- 
tural Philofophy, which has only its exift- 
ence in the fenfes, 

I do not enter into the. proofs of Re- 
ligion, becaufe they have been fo often 
and fo well explained already in im- 
mortal works, that I could only repeat 
them, Jefus Chrift is the beginning 
and the end of all things, the key of 
all the myfteries of grace and nature; fo 
that it is by no means furprifing that 
we fhould wander after a thoufand 
abfurd fyitems, when we do not fteer 

by 


POPE CLEMENT XIV. I59: 
by that foblime Compafs. If you do not. 
admit of, Jefus Cheift, I muft fay as Car- 
dinal Bembo did to a Philofopher of his 
time, J cannot geve you 0 reafox fox any thing 
in Neseral or in Moral. Philofepiy. Even the 
creation of this world is inexplicable, in- 
comprehenfible, and impoffible, if it was 
not effeéted by the Incarnate Word; for - 
God can have no other intention in what he 
does, but what is infinite. This is the rea- 
fon why St. John called our Saviour 4i;ba 
and Omega; and that the Apoftie told us 
that the ages were made by him: Per guem 
fecit et feculas 

Study, then, 28 much as a creature is 
capable, this Man-God, and you will find 
all the treafures of fcience and wifdom in 
him ; you will obferve, that he is the firft 
link of that chain wh’sh bj all things 
vifible and invifible, ‘you will ac- 
knowledge him to be that divine breath 
which infpires juftice and holinefs into all 
hearts. 

The unbeliever can never give a fatif- 
factory anfwer, when you afk him, Who is 

thia 
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this Jefux Chrift, this man at the fame 
time fo imple and fo divine, fo fublime and 
& humble, fo pure in the whole course of 
his life, fo great in the moment of his. 
peffion, fo magnanimous at his death ? 

Bur to anfwer this queftion without eva- 

fion. If he is only a man, he is an Impof- 
tar, for he hath faid he was God; and 
from chat time, what becomes of his fu- 
blime virtues ? what becomes of. his Gof- 
pel, in which he forbids the ule of the 
Teaft equivocation ? and how account for his 

Nifciples vidtories in all parts of the world ? 

And if he is a God, what ought we to think 

of his Religion, and thofe who dare to com- 

bat it? 

Ah! my Lord, behold what is better to 
know, and better to examine, than all the 
profane fciences whic. you ftudy. Sciences 
will be at an 3 Lingua ceffainnt, foen- 
tia deftruetur * , and. nothing will remain but 
the knowledge of Jefus Chrift, which will 
ride tnumphant upon the abyfz, when time 
and the elements fhall be fwallowed up. 


* Languages thatl ceafe, and Science be deftroyed. 
Confider 
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Confider only yourfelf, and that view will 
neceffarily lead you to- truth. The fmalleit 
motion of your finger declares the action of: 
God upon your body ; this a€tion announces 
a Providence; this Providence informs you 
that you are dear to your Creator; and this 
information leads you from truth to truth, 
till you come to thofe which are re- 
vealed. : 

If you are neither the ereator of yourfelf, 
nor your own ultimate end, you ought ne- 
ceffarily to fearch for Him in whom thefe- 
two qualities fubfift. And what ean that be, 
if it is not God? 

Religion will be always fure to gain her 
cauie in the eyes of all thofe who have fet- 
tled principles. To come at the sruth, it is 
fufficient to remount to its fource, to ana- 
lyfe and inveftigate the ends of its initirution: 
but the wicked difhonour and disfigure it, 
and fubftitute a tkeleton in its place. I am- 
not furprifed, then, that they who are not 
inftruéted, and who put their truft in the 
falfe philofophy of the age, fhould look up~ 
on it as a bug-bear. 

My- 
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My Lord, I expect from the reétitude 
ef your foul, and the extenfive powers of 
your mind, a ‘more folid jucgment than 
what you have hitherto formed with re- 
gard to Chriftianity. Shake off all thefe 
fyftems, and all the opinions with which 
you have been unfortunately biafled; enter 
like a new man into the way which tradi- 
tion will open to you, and you will judge 
very differently, appeal from your preju- 
dices to yourflf; for as yet you yourfelf 
have not pronounced any opinion upon this 
fabje&t. As for my part, I fay what my 
heart and foul dictate to me, when I affure 
you of all the affection with which I thall 
remain, during life, 

Your fervant, &c: 
The Caro. Gancanzii.. 

Romn,.agth Nov. 1768. 


L.E T- 
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LETTER Cxx. 
To counT ***, 


HE reficctions which you have made 

upon the prefent ftate of the diffe~ 
rent Courts of Europe are very judicious. 
Jt is plain that you know them perfeélly ; 
and though you are not of their cabincts, 
you are very well acquainted with what is 
pafling there. 

It is well to be on @ level with the Age, 
te know it perfectly, and to obferve the 
fprings which move the great perfonages 
who figure on the ftage of life, 

The perfon you fpeak of is « man of 
wool, without confiftence or fteadinefs, and 
upon whom, confequently, there can be no 
dependence. There is another perfon you 
know, zealous as he ought to be for the 
Auguit Houfe of Bourbon; but though 
he leaves his Palace with 2 firm refolution 
to fpeak ftrongly to the Holy Father about 
the affair of Parma, he is fcarcely got into 

his 
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his prefence, when awe ftrikes him dumb. 
As to the little Prelate who fhould act and 
conitivute himfelf Mediator, he is an in- 
decifive perfon, who is always putting off 
every thing cili the morrow, and who has 
ne other anfwer but Hedercmo, We fhall: 
foe, 

‘We might eafily fpeak about it to the 
General of * * *; but it is not fafe to oon- 
fide in him at prefent ; efpecially when even. 
the fecret enjoined by the Holy Office is not 
kept. As to his Affiftent, he is merely a 
well-meaning man. 

Many of the great men here are with rea- 
fon attached to France and Spain; but they 
dare not explain themiclves, they are fo. 
teized and befet by numbers, who make 
Heaven fpeak as they pleafe, 

A devotion faintly enlightened, which. 
is unhappily but too common, is conftant- 
ly whifpering, that all fhould be facrificed 
to defend the interefts of God, as if God 
required that his Firft.Minifter.upon Earth 
foould embroil himfelf with all the Catho- 
lic. Rowers to fupport fome feignorial. 


rights 5, 
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rights ; and, at all adventures, to preferve a 
Corps, which can be of no further utility, 
when the tide of prejudice runs againft 
it. 

Let us fuppofe, for a moment, that 
there is nothing againft them but preju- 
dice ; ftill it is certain, that they can be 
no longer ufeful, when oppofed by power- 
ful Princes; but it is impoffible to make 
people hear reafon upon this fubject, who 
have adopted a certain fnanner of think. 
ing. 

fu this forms a labyrinth, from whence 
we can fee-no exit; and the beft way we 
can take is to be Gilent, and wait God’s 
good .time. When he pleafes, he can en- 
lighten their minds, and make them know 
his intentions. 

The evil is, that the longer they are kept 
in fufpence, the more they are enflamed, 
Tam perfaaded, Monf. the Count, notwith- 
ftanding all the talents ‘which I know you 
poffeffed of, that you do not fee an cafy 
means of exiricating us out of this con- 
fufion, We have to do with people who 
loudly exclaim agauft all propofitions of 

accommo- 
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-accommodation ; and it is impoffible to fay 
any thing to them, becaufe they fancy chem- 
felves to be infpired. 

Neverthelefs, I cannot help being greatly 
offended at fome difcourfe that certain per- 
fons hold sgainft Clement XIII. efpecially 
as ic is not permitted to fpeak againft the 
High Prieft ; and we read in the Epiftle of 
St. Jude, that St. Michael durft not utter 
curfes even againft the Devil, but was con- 
tent to fay, The Lord rebuke thee: Nom oft 
exfus judicium inferre blafpkemie, fed disit: 
Amperet tibi Dominus. . 

From hence I conclude, that the gene- 
rality of men, be their manner of think- 
ing what it will, bend Religion to their 
prejudices, Some are great friends to the 
Religious Society which is the fubject or 
the prefent difputes, while others are equal- 
ly its enemies, and the confequence is, 
that things are not feen as they ought to 
be, and that truth can no longer be heard 
amidft the clamours of pzffion. For my 
part, who always kept in the middle be- 
tween the two extremes of parties, and 

dete 
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eteft cabals and prejudices, I think that 
the Pope can do nothing better, than under 
the guidance of God to, examine all the pa- 
pers both for and againft them, as likewife 
all the inconveniencies which refult either on 
the one fide or the other, and then he can 
and ought to pronounce; for he is judge; 
and I never pretended thar he was the 
fimple Minifter ‘of the will of Princes, 
None but he who eftablifhed a Religious 
Order can deftroy it; but he has fo clear a 
right, that it would be madnefs to difpute 
it with him. 

What comforts me amidf all thefe 
evils, is, that though the bark of St. Peter 
mult always be agitated, the Lord like- 
wife will fupport it, even in the midft of 
the greateft tempefts. You are furely more 
perfuaded of thefe things than any man; 
you, Sir, who have always made eternal 
truths the obje&t of your meditations, and 
have feen whatever has any relation to Re- 
ligion with the eyes of the Faith. Thefe 
eyes, far different from thofe of Philo- 
fophy, reife us above this world, and give 

3 us 
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as to range in the divine immenficy. There 
can be nothing, therefore, fo abfurd, os 
-to fay, with -the modern Philofophers, that 
.the views of Chriftians are extremely li- 
smited. Can a foul be contraéted in its 
ideas when it extends its thoughts cven to 
Eternity, and, rifing above the Univerfe, 
approaches to God himfelf, a pure and im- 
material Spirit 2 

In drawing @ parallel between Religion 
and Philofophy, it will be immediately 
perceived, that the former gives a bound- 
lefs extent to all the faculties of the foul ; 
and that the latter contraés them within 
a very narrow circle, This world is the 
ne plas ultra of the Philofophers of the 
prefent times; but with the Chriftian, 
"tis only an atom. The one makes it his 
happinefs and his end, the other looks 
spon it merely as a shadow which paficth 
away, and regardeth it only with a glance 
of his eye. This adores it, becaufe it is 
his all and his God; That looks upon it as 
a vapour, which will very foon be dif- 
pelled. 

Do 


POPE CLEMENT Ziv. 169 

Dio) not reckon ‘opoa:che Prelate 5°; he 
is too bufy. 

If any change happens be I thall be 
ready to acquaint you with it, Bur there 
mutt be a terrible concuffion for that to take 
place. I have the honour to be, Monf. the 
Count, &c. 


. My Compliments to M. the Abbé, 


LETTER CXXL 


TO A PRELATE, 


OU have very fenfibly obliged me by 
the fervices you have done the Re- 
verend Father Aimé de Lambale. He 
as a Capuchin for whom I entertain a fine 
gular regard, on account of his good qua- 
iities, He has the virtues of his pro- 
feffion, thar is to fay, he is humble, 
gentle, zealous, and gives great application 
to preferve the rules of his Order in their 
full force. 
I expe& your return with impatience, 
efpecially as the fubjeé& of our converfition 
Vou. H. I w! 


270 LETTERS OF GANCANELLYI, - 
will be fome people's readinefs to talk, and 
backwardnefs to execute. 

Every day brings us fome very extraor- 
dinary news, which the next day contra- 
digs, When the fpirits are in a ferment, 
and affairs of confequence are in agite- 
tion, every one fets up for a poli. 
tician and news-monger; fpecially in 
Rome, where we have fo many idle fpecu- 
lators, 

Some have fears, others have hopes, 
this life being only a fucceffion of dif- 
quiets and defires, It was given out yefter- 
day, chat the King of Naples had marched 
fome of his troops into our acighbour- 
hood. 

St. Ignatius, who was inflamed with zeal 
for the glory of God, did nor forefee the ftrife 
which would one day be occafioned by his 
children, It is Said, however, that he begged 
of God they might always be fufferers. 
Hf that be the cafe, he has certainly been 
heard; for it muft be allowed, that 
for fome time they have undergone a num- 
ber of calamities. I have really been ex- 
ceedingly affeted by their misfortunes ;— 

they 
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they are my brethren, by the double title 
of Men and Monks: and if thefe things are 
done in the green tree, what will be done in the 
dry ?——Quid is arido fet? 

You will no longer find your Direétor 
here, We have buried him. This fame 
Death, who generally comes without being 
called, gives us no refpite. He goes his 
founds day and night, and yet we live in 
as much fecurity as if we thought he would 
ever come near us. 

I fAlmter myfelf that you will bring me 
the little pi€ture which I requefted of you. 
Depend upon my efteem and friendhip : 
it is all chat I can give you, but I give it 
amply, being, &c. 


Roms, a3d April, 1768. 


ig LET- 
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LETTER CXXIL 


} THE MARQUIS OF CARACCIOLI, 


Sia, 

Return you a thoufand thanks for the 

book you was fo obliging as to fend 
me, and which has for its Title Les Derniers 
Adteux de la Marechale a fes Enfans: Vt is 
fentimental, and makes fuch lively impref- 
fions upon the heart, that I was very decply 
affedted with it. You fhould give it to us 
in Italian, and the rather, as I look upon it 
to be a complete treats on education. 

Yam forty that you was not provided in 
time with all the interefting anecdotes of 
Benedi& XIV. You were too late in fetting 
about that work. When it is intended to 
publifh the hiftory of a Sovereign Pontiff, 
memoirs fhould be collected during his life : 
every one is then eager to furnith them; but 
after his death he is immediately forgotten, 
and frequently even by thofe men who are 
andebted to him for their fortunes. 


Your 
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Your literary purfuits are fo beneficial to 
the Public, that 1 advife you to continue 
them, provided they be not injurious to 
your health.—Believe me to be, more than 
I can exprefs, 

Your affectionate fervant, 
Tre Carn. GANGANELLI, 


Roma, 13th September, 1768. 


LETTER CXXII. 
TO THE AMBASSADOR OF **4, 


F the affairs of Parma, like that of the 

Jefuits, were connected with the 
Faith, there could be no temporifing, ac- 
commodation, nor capitulation; becaufe 
the anfwer from the Popes to him who 
would change his Faith, is, You mu rae 
ther die, 

One thing only is certain, I am afraid 
that the Kings will at laft do juft what they 
pleafe, and that we fhall be forced to yield 
at a moment when all fubmiffion may be 
rejected. 

13 Thofe 
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plety we refpect, as well as that of the 
Cardinal his-nephew. .I ventured to fpeak 
to him on that fabjeft, and he was ftruck 
with what I faid, but fome people, who 
were interefted in keeping up the opinions 
which they had fuggefted to him, im- 
mediately interpofed, and gave him fome 
Specious reafons for perfifting in his 
fentiments, They faid, that a Religious 
Order which had done the greateft fervices 
in both Worlds, and had made an ex- 
prefs vow of obedience to the Holy See, 
ought abfolutely to be preferved; and that 
the attempt to deftroy it originated folely 
from a hatred to Religion. But they did 
not tell him, that, as the common Father 
of the Faithful, he ought not to provoke 
the Princes who were moft diftinguifhed 
for their religion and obedience to the 
Holy See; nor did they tell him what 
might be the refule of a fchifm between 
that Sve and Portugal; and that the Head 
of the Church fhould tremble, when a fe- 
paration is threatened which may have the 
moft fatal confequences. 

The 
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The lofs of a fmall portion of territory, 

is nothing in comparifon with the fouls 
which may be loft by a fchifm. What 
a Ieffon would England afford to Cle- 
ment VII. if he was alive at this day! 
It makes one fhudder with horror. Cer- 
tainly the Sovereigns who reign at prefent 
will never think of a feparation; but can 
we anfwer for thofe who are to fucceed 
them? Thofe meafures which are appa- 
rently moft pious, are not always moft 
expedient.—A Pope is eftablithed the 
Head of the Church, that he may root out 
as well as plant. The valuable books 
which the Jefuits have left us, will live 
after them. The Religious Orders have 
not been gifted with infallibiliry nor inde. 
Setibility: if they were all to be abolifhed 
this day, the lofs would be undoubtedly 
great; but the Church of Jcfus Chrift 
would neither be Iefs holy, lefs Apoftolical, 
nor lefs refpettable. ‘The Religious So« 
cieties are upon the footing of auxiliary 
troops; and the great Paflor is only to form 
a judgment when they are ufeful, and whea 
they are no longer fo. : 
154 The 
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_+ The Humiliars, and even the Templars, 
did good for a time, becaufe there has been 
no Order but what has edified, efpecially ac 
the beginning of its inftieution , yet they were 
fuppreffed when the Kings and Popes found 
it neceflary. 

Certainly I muft regret the good which the 
Jefuits might have done, but I fhould much 
more regret the Kingdoms that might have 
feparated from us on their account.—Thefe 
Fathers themfelves ought to feel che juftnefs 
of my reafonings ; and I have the prefump- 
tion to believe, that I could make them ac- 
knowksdge it, if 1 had a confereme with 
them, and they would hake off the prejudices 
which are attached to all conditions of life, 
If my friend P, Timoné had been their Ge- 
neral, they might probably have ftill fub- 

fifted, 

This is my way of thinking, though of a 
Religious Order myfelf, and I would confent 
to the diffolution of my own Sucicty, if (which 
God forbid !) it fhould become obnoxious to 
the refentment of the Catholic Princes. 

Happily, there are fome devotional fan- 
tafms by which I have never been dazzled. 


Tueioh 
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& weigh events according to Religion and 
equity; and as thefe are two certain lights, 
I Qhall ever be determined by their di- 
tection. 

If there were no other intereft in the 
Church but that" of Jefus Chrift, all the 
Faithful would wait in peace for the events 
marked out by Providence, withour en- 
gaging warmly cither for Cephas or Apol-- 
los. But we are only guided by fenfible af- 
feétions ; and becaufe we have once known: 
a Monk who has edified by his conduét, 
and all whofe inftructions have been excel- 
lent, muft we therefore conclude that we 
neither can, nor ought to fupprefs the Order 
of which he was a member ?—Is this to rea- 
fon, or to judge? 

‘When we have neither ‘feen the informa-- 
tions nor the arguments upon. which. we 
fhould frame a judgment, an attempt to 
pais fentence is abfurd. Here is a great 
conteft between Kings and a Religious Or- 
der eminent for its talents and credit:— 
when we do not know the motives from 
which they aét,. we neither can nor ought 

16 te: 
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to pronounce an opinion. I fay once 
more, that I do not affert that the Jefuits 
ought to be fupprefied, but I think 
the complaints of the Kings fhould be at- 
tended to; and if there are ftrong reafons 
for it, that then the Order thould be 
abolifhed. 

To this day we know not precifely the 
reafons for the deftruction of the Templars, 
and yet there are people who already pre- 
tend to be acquainted with the motives for 
the fuppreffion of the Jefuits. I with with 
all my heart that they may be able to juftify 
themfelves, and that there may be neither di- 
vifion nor diffolution ; for I have a foul truly 
pacific, and incapable of hating any one, 
more particularly a Religious Order. 

J have the honour to be, &c. 


Roun, 29 Ofober, 1768. 
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LETTER CXXIV. 


TO THE MARQUIS OF @**, 


E are now in the moft critical fitua~ 

tion the Court of Rome was ever 
engaged in! All Europe thundering againft 
us, and unfortunately we have nothing to 
oppofe to this raging tempeft. The Pope 
trufts in Providence; but God Almighty 
does not work miracles every time he is call- 
ed upon; nor can we expect that he will 
interpofe his power, merely that Rome may 
maintain a right of feignory over the Dutchy 
of Parma. 

In the Roman Catholic Kingdoms, Rome 
has no adminiftration but what is purely fpi- 
ritual; it is only in the Ecclefiaftical State 
that fhe has any temporal authority, and 
fhe is even indebted for that to the concef- 
fion of thofe Sovereigns whom we are folicit- 
ed to oppofe, 

The Court of Rome cannot forget that 
fhe owes almoft all her riches and fplendor 
to France; and if fhe does remember it, 
how can fhe avoid compliance with the de- 
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fire of Louis XV. efpecially as he only 
atks thofe things which he has a right to. 
exact? 

I compare the four Kingdoms that prin- 
Gipally fupport the Holy See, to the Cardi- 
nal Virtues; France to Strength, Spain to 
Temperance, &c. 

The Holy See thus defended, thews 
herfelf formidable to her enemies, and 
then may we fay, Cadent 2 latere tuo mille, 
et decem millia & dextris tuis; ad te autem nom 
appropinguabst *. 

I own to you, my dear Sir, that I grieve 
at the fight of the dangers which feem to 
threaten us, and I moft heartily pray,— 
« May this bitter cup be put far from us!” 
Not becaufe they take our cloak, and can 
take our coat alfo; but becaufe I dread a 
rupture, and the multitude of evils which 
may follow, although Religion can never 
perith | 

If the Holy Father, whofe heart is pu- 
rity itfelf, would only reprefent to himfelf 
the benevolent atts of the French Monarchs 


* A thoufand hail fall at your right, and ten thou- 
fand at your left; and no evil fhall approach you. 
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to the Holy See, he would not hefitate co 
comply with the defires of Louis XV. touch- 
ing the Dutchy of Parma; but you know 
that every thing has two faces, and chat the 
afpect under which fome people prefent this 

affair to our Holy Father, is abtolutely con< 

trary to the views of the Sovercigns, 

He will find the neceffity of retreating ; 
at leaft, if the prefent Pope does not, his 
fucceffor muft; which will be the more 
unlucky, as Clement XIII. is a Pontiff en- 
dowed with piety worthy of the firft Ages 
of the Church, and deferves to be blefied 
by all the kingdoms who acknowledge his 
authority. 

The Sacred College might remonftrate to 
him 5 bur befide its being divided in fenti- 
ments about the affairs of Parma and the 
Jefuits, the Pope will do nothing which is 
not advifed by his Council. 

I do not at all wonder that Cardinal 
*#* fhould fo warmly intereft himfelf for the 
Society and its General, there are very na- 
tural reafons for his attachment, but J am 
furprifed at his being confulted in prefer- 
ence, confidering that his {cntiments upon 

the 
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the fubje& are already univerfally known. 
In critical circumftances only, the opinions 
of thofe who are totally difinterefted ought 
to be taken; otherwife, without intending, 
or even fufpecting it, we become partizans 
of a faction. 

It is our greateft glory to love only Truth, 
and to know her fuch as fhe is; fo many 
ilufions affume her appearance, that we are 
often deceived. When an occafion prefents 
itfelf where we would fee her without a 
cloud, we fhould diveft ourfelves of all we 
already know, and feck information as if we 
were totally ignorant of the matter, taking 
the advice of thofe who fee and judge with- 
out prepoffeffion. 

Befides this, we ought to have a redti- 
tude of intention, by which we may de- 
ferve to obtain fupernatural lights; for the 
Lord trieth our hearts and reins; end if 
‘we are not animated with a love of juflice in 
our refearches, he abandons us to our own 
blindnefs. 

T am, in all che fulnefs of my heart, &c. 

Rour, 7th January, 1769. 


LY T- 
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LETTER CXXvV. 


TO A MONK OF HIS OWN ORDER, 


ROVIDENCE, in raifing me to the 

Cardinalfhip, has not made me forget 
my original lowlinefs; it is 2 view which is 
always prefent to me, and I find it an ex- 
cellent prefervative againft every emotion 
of vanity. The dignity which I poffefs, and 
to which I was not born, has more thorns 
than rofes, and in that refembles all eminent 
ftations, 

I am often obliged to be of a contrary 
opinion to the perfon in the world whom I 
refpeét moft, and who deferves all my gra- 
titude. It is the moft cruel combat that my 
heart can fuftain. 

Charity, the infeparable companion of 
Truth, docs not always fpeak the moft 
pleafing language ; but many people are de- 
ceived upon this fubje&, imagining that ir 
ought to be always gentle, and always com- 
plying :—in that cafe it would refemble flat- 
tery. There are circumftances where charity 
flames, lightens and thunders. The Fathers 

of 


186 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI, 


of che Church who were filled with this {pirit, 
when they fpoke with the moft anxious zeal, 
{poke with the voice of charity. 

‘When you write to the Bithop of ***, 
make my moft fincere compliments to him, 
and tell him, that every method has been 
employed to bring about an accommodation, 
but to no purpofe, God (for we ought ne- 
ver to lofe fight of him) will fooner or later 
make manifeft his will. 

You reftore me to life, by telling me that 
our common friend is likely to recover. 
His underftanding is of great ufe to thofe 
who confult him. He has an excellent 
talent for guiding the confciences of his 
penitents, without haying the littlenefs of 
the major part of Direttors; for it muft 
be owned, that many men who diredt, 
have need themfelves of being directed, as 
they are almoft always ruined by women, 
who pay them a reverence due only to their 
God.—They look up to their fpirituat 
guide, as if he was at leaft the Archangel 
Gabriel. It is undoubtedly right that they 
foould have an efteern for thofe they con- 

ful, 
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fult, and whom they hear as the oracle of 
the Law; buc that eftcem fhould not be car- 
ried to excels, 

They who have a continual enthufiafm 
for their Directors, may be perfuaded that 
fome motives of mere human nature have 
mixed themfelves up with fuch an attach- 
ment. 

‘What a furprife will it be for 2 number 
of Devotées, (who, believing shemfelves fin- 
cerely devoted to God, are only the wor~ 
shippers of their Direétors) when at the mo- 
ment of their death they fhall hear that 
dreadful fentence pronounced from the Su. 
preme Mouth, * As I have not been the ob- 
«¢ je& of your love, depart, I know you not :'” 
Difcedite, nefcio vos. 

This is what 1 have long fhuddered at, 
on the article of DireGtors. I could have 
wifhed that he who was formerly mine at 
Rome, and who died in the odour of , 
fanétity, had made his manner of DireSting, 
public. He was a man endowed with a 
large portion of the celeftial fpirit, who 
raifed us above humanity, and wifhed to 
make us abfolutely forget himfelf, and 
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every object which did not attach us to God 
alone. 

‘We want a good book upon the fubject of 
Direction in Italy. We have a multitude, 
but they are only filled with common-place. 
To compofe fuch a work, it is neceffary, in 
the firft place, to have the Spirit of God; 
and fecondly, an extenfive knowledge of the 
human heart ; for it is incredible with what 
addrefs vanity and a thoufand affections of 
the fenfes infinuate themfelves at a time wher 
we are perfuaded that our fentiments are fu- 
blime, and worthy the attention of the Eter- 
nal. Hence fprings the great difficulty in 
judging of ourfelves. 

I with you every thing that you can de- 
fire, becaufe I know that you defire no- 
thing but what is highly commendable , and 
Tam your deareft and moft affectionate fer- 
vant, 

Tre Carp. GANGANELLI. 

Conver of the Hory Arostiss, 
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LETTER CXXVI. 


TO cOUNT DE **#®, 


E ase at laft fummoned to a Con. 

fiftory, which is to determine affairs 
of the greateft importance. We are to de- 
liberate upon thofe unfortunate bufineffes 
that have embroiled us for a confiderable 
time with the Catholic Powers. Probably, 
the Holy Father, finding at laft chat he is 
not in a fituation to refift, will acquiefce in 
the requifitions of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
He will at leaft lay the reafons of his dif 
fent before us for our confideration, and 
every one will give his opinion. 

1 wifh to God they had followed that plan 
from the beginning! But we do not often 
fee the confequences of a troublefome affair 
till we are engaged in it, 

I advife you to confer with ; 
Rome, though renowned for politics, is not 
always ———You underftand me. 

The Mhnifters continue to make the 
moft bitter complaints; and the interefted 

parties, 





390 LETTERS OF GANGANELLI, 
patties, in order to prevent things from be- 
ing brought {to a conclufion, form circum. 
vallations, blockades, and——Your own 
fenfe will cell you the reft, 

There is every reafon for prefuming that 

France, Spain, and Portugal will, &c. 
' | will tell you nothing, if Gilence is im 
pofed upon me, and certainly you will ap- 
prove my condudt. I will not, like the lit 
tle'man in queftion, expofe myfelf to re- 
proaches for having betrayed fecrets, 

Befide the probity of a Cardinal, 1 have 
that natural reCtitude which makes the ef- 
fence of an honeft man, and which is a dou- 
ble engagement to be difcreet: but all of 
us will not be fufficiently fo, for I fufpect 
the affair will be inftantly divulged , and I 
fhall not be furprifed if the writers of the 
Dutch Gazettes fhould be informed of the 
whole. 

I can know nothing before-hand, be- 
caufe nothing tranfpires, The life which 
I lead here is of as dark a complexion as 
my habit, and confequently I am not to 
be found in thofe brilliant circles where 

great 
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great news are the fubject of converfation. 
I only learn things by the means of our dear 
Abbé ———, But docs he know every 
thing, and always {peak truth? Jris not be- 
caufe he means to deceive, but his imagina- 
tion, his vivacity, &cc. 

1 have again feen the Flying Pot——He 
has brought me the letters I expeéted ;—they 
contain nothing bue wife reflections upon 
what I wanted to know. Adieu without ce- 
femony, as you defired, 


Roms, 31 January, 1769. 


* LETTER CXXvil. 


TOTHE SAME 


ERE is quite another affair on our 
hands than the Confiftory I mentioned 

to you laft poft. The Holy Father, on go- 
ing to-bed laft night, was feized with a vio- 
lent convulfion, uttered a great cry, and 
expired. We were to have met as this day, 
and to have drawn from the alembic that 
which keeps all the Catholic Courts in fuf- 
pence. 
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pence, and has occafioned our being upon 
bad terms with them. Every one will rea- 
fon differently upon this death, which has 
happened fo extraordinarily in the prefent 
circumtftances. 

The excellent qualities of the late Pope, 
and the gratitude 1 owe to him, make me 
fincerely lament his death. Religion ovght 
to compofe his eulogy, and bewail the lof. 
He made himéfelf truly refpectable to all 
who approached him, by his moft pleafing 
manners, which were pure as his intentions, 
and by a moft incorruptible zeal: but I fhall 
always fay, that it was a pity he did not view 
things in their proper light. 

He has left fome Nephews deferving of 
the higheft commendation for their excellent 
qualities, efpecially the Cardinal, who is one 
of the beft men in the world. 

The great difficulty now is, to know who 
will be chofen. I pity him before-hand, 
and ¥ do not think it is right for me to fay 
to you, that it will be Such or Such-a-ones 
for it is often the perfon who has been leaft 
thought of. One thing is certain, that I 

will 
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will not give my voice to any, but one in 
whom knowledge is joined with piety. A 
Pope, 2s Vicar of Jefus Chriit, ought to be 
infpired with true devotion ; and a3 a tem- 
poral Prince, to be poffeffed of a large fund 
of knowledge and fagacity. Happily, the 
Sacred College has many among its Mem- 
bers whom we may chufe with propricty. 
Pray that the Lord may infpire us, and give 
us a Chief according to his own heart, and 
the hearts of the Kings, 

T have lately feen M. Morefofchi: he is 
a Prelate that deferves to be efteemed for his 
knowledge and candour. 

The Conclave will be now more tolerable 
than in fummer. It will make no great 
change in my way of lif, It is only 
quitting one cell to go into another: and 
if intrigues are formed, I proteft to you 1 
fhall know nothing of them, being the man 
in the world who meddles the leaft in party- 
matters. 

You know my heart, and I need not f2y 
to you that Iam, &c. 


Rome, 3d Febrosry, 1769. 


Vou. Il. K 
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LETTER CXXVII 


TO A MONK, ONE OF HIS FRIENDS. 


AM going to the Conclave. Prey to 

God that he may blefs our intent ons, 
and reftore to us a calm, after fo long a 
florm. 

T have been prefled to take a French Con- 
clavift *. Befides that I have a predeliétion 
for his nation, he has fome excellent qua- 
lities; however, I will depend upon my- 
felf, that I may have nothing to fear from 
his indiferetion, if I fhould accept him, and 
he fhould be inclined to blab: Secre:un mean 
wilt; My jecret is my own. 

Tell our Prelate that I could not anfwer 
his letter, bue that I expeét to fee him at 
the Convent of the Holy Apoftles, the day 
the Conclave breaks up. Minds are divided, 
but God can do what feemeth to him good, 
and itis his work that we are to be employ- 
ced in. 

4 
© A Cardinal's Secretary while in Conclave, 


Endeavour 
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Endeavour to procure for me the book, 
Lfpoke of, againft the moment I recover my 
liberty. Adigu! 
Tam always your Friend and Servant, 
Six in tus Morning. 


LETTER CXxIxX. 


TO MONSIGNWOR ***, 


OUR months are paft, in which time 

Ihave not exifted cither to myfelf or 
my friends, but to all the different Churches, 
of which, by the Divine Permiffion, I am 
become the Head; and to all the Catholic 
Courts, feveral of which, as you know, 
have very important affairs to regulate with 
the Court of Rome. 

It was impoffible to become Pope in 
more litigious times, and Providence has 
permitted the oppreffive load to fall upon 
me. I hope that the Divine Grace will 
fupport me, and give me the ftrength and 
prudence which are indifpenfably neceffary 

Ka to 
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to govern accotding to the rules of juftice 
and equity. 

I endeavour to take the moft exaét cogni- 
zance of the affairs which my Predeceffor 
left me, and which cannot be finifhed but 
after 2 long examination. 

You will do me a very great favour, if 
you will bring me what you have written up- 
on the things which relate to this fubjeé, and 
truft them to myfelf alone. 

You will find me, as you have always 
Known me, as much a Stranger to the gran- 
deur with which I am furrounded, as if I 
knew not even the name; and you may fpeak 
to me with the fame franknefs you ufed to do 
formerly, becaufe the Popedom has given me 
anew love for truth, and a new conviction of 
my own nothingnefs. 

Roun, z4th September, 


LE T- 
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LETTER CxXxx. 


TO A PORTUGUESE LORD, 


OU need not doubt of my having all 

poffible defire to unite, more clofe- 
Sy than ever, thofe ties which were lately 
between the Courts of Rome and Portugal 
attempted to be broken. I know how inti- 
mate a connection has always fubfifted be- 
tween thefe two Powers, from the earlieft 
times, and fhall be happy to place things 
on their old footing; but, as Common 
Father of the Faithful, and as Chief of all 
the Religious Orders, I fhali do nothing 
until I have examined, weighed, and judg- 
ed, according to the laws of juftice and 
truth, 

May God forbid that any human con- 
fideration fhould influence my decifion ! 
T have already a fufficiently-fevere account 
to render to Got, without charging my 
confcience with the addition of a new 
crime; and it would be an enormous one, 
to profcribe a Religious Order, upon ru- 
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mours and prejudices, or even upon ful 
picions. J fhall not forget, that ix rendcr- 
ing to Cafer tle things tict are Cafar's, 
I ought to render to God the things that 
are God's. 

T have ctready ordered a perfen to ex- 
m:ne the Arch’ves cf tie Pretegecd, and 
to procure for me the cotrefpondence of my 
Woflriou, brozher and predeceffor Sixtus 
Quintus with Philp Il. Befides, F have 
required the keads of the cccufation to be 
fent me, fapported by fich reftimonies as 
cannot be rej ed. I fhall fecretly become 
t'ie Advocate of thofe whofe ruin is demand. 
ed of me, thet I my feek every means of 
juftifying them within myfelf, before I pro- 
nounce. 

The King of Portugal, as well as the 
Kings of France, Spain, and Naples, are 
too religious to difapprove of my proceed- 
ing. 

oe Religion requires facrifices, all the 
Church fhail hear me, and—— 

I with it had been the will of Providence 
that [had not been referved for fuch cala- 

mitous 
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mitous times ; for in whatever way I aét, I 
Shall make fome malecontents, I fhall occa- 
fion murmurs, and render myfelf odious to 
a number of people whofe efteem and friend- 
thip I fincerely defire. 

I compare myfelf to one of the Prophets 
whom God raifed ia the midi of tempelts; 
or to a foldier, who by his rank is expofed 
to combat, and though his views may be 
only to peace, yet by the poft he hold:, finds 
hinfelf obliged to aét, whether he Jikes it 
Or not. 

All is in the hands of God; may he di- 
ref my pen, my tongue and my heart! 1 
will fubmit to every thing, and I will do 
every thing that ought to be done, without 
reading the confequences, 8c. 


LETTER CXXXL 


TO A MONK, ONE OF Il, LRIENTS. 


- you believe thac I am happy, you are 
deceived, After having been agitated 
the whole day, I frequently wake in the 
middle of the night, and figh for my 
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Choifter, my Cell, and my books. I may 
even fay, that I look upon your fituation 
with envy. What encourages me is, that 
God himfelf has placed me in the Chair of 
Sc. Peter, to the great furprife of the whole 
world ; and if I am deftined to any impor- 
tant work, he will fupport me. 

God knows, I would give every drop of 
ty blocd co have all pacified, that the whole 
world might return to their duty; that they 
who have givin offence would reform, and 
thaf there might be neither divifion nor fup- 
pref.on. 

I will not come to the laf extremities, 
unlels I am impelled by powerful motives ; 
fo that polterity at leaft may do me juitice, 
in cafe the prefent age refule it to me. It 
is not that, however, about which I am 
anxious, but the Eternity to which 1 am fo 
near approaching, and which is a more for- 
midable lela ty Popes than to any of the 
reft of the wes, 

Im" :2u an anfwer to what you 
nm. ve. know that I do not forget 

ad that if-Ido not fee them 
io 
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fo frequently as formerly, it is becaufe bu- 
finefs and folicitude ftand centries over me; 
they are at my gate, in my chamber, and in 
my heart. . 

Mention me to my old acquaintance: 1. 
think fometimes of the aftonifhment they 
muft have been in at hearing of my elevation. 

But more particularly tell him with whom 
I ftudied, that he did not prophefy well, 
when he told our companions that I fhouid 
certainly end my days in France. There is 
no appearance of that being ever realifed, or 
I mutt be deftined for fomething very extra- 
ordinary indeed. 

J am always your affectionate 


CLEMENT... 
Ar Castiz-GannoLruo. 


LETTER CXXXIL 


TOR, FP AIME DE LAMBALLI, 
GENERAL OF THE CAPUCHINS, 


| Eee fincerely obliged to you for the 
Prayers which you put up to Heaven 
for my prefervation. I have doubly need 

K5 of 
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of them, as an individual, and as Head of 
the Church, I fhare all your pains and 
troubles, being convinced that you fuffer 
with a fpiric of penitence, and in a manner 
agreeable to God. 

If you remain long at Paris, as I am 
afraid you muft on account of your indif- 
pofition, you will have an opportunity of 
{eeing M. Doria, whom I love in the ful. 
nefs of my heart, as a Prelate who will one 
day be the joy and honour of the Church, 
T fee you in the midft of a world where there 
are great vices and great virtues ; and where, 
by a particular Providence, the zeal for 
Religion fo eminent in his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, and all the Royal Family, and the 
great piety of the Prelate who holds the See 
of Paris, bids fair to {top the progrefs of 
infidelity. 

Bring with you fome French Monk, whofe 
Knowledge will do honour to his nation in 
this country. 

The Dominicans thought prudently 
when they called to the Minerva your 
wosthy Countryman T. Fabrici, who will 
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perpetuate the glory of the Order by his 


learning. 

If your illnefs does not prevent you from 
going to fee Madame Louife, I beg you will 
tell her how much I admire the facrifice the 
has made. Affure all your Brotherhood 
that I love them fincerely in the Lord, and 
that I exhort them to live always in a man- 
ner worthy of our Founder. 

I thal fpeak to Cardinal de Bernis upon 
what you defired me. You will have fre- 
quent inquiries made about him in France, 
tor I know that he is as dear to the French 
as he is to the Italians. 

I with to fee you again in good health, 
for I am entirely your's, as before, 

(Signed) = Curent XIV. 

Rous, 2d Apil, 1773. 
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CIRCULAR LETTER 
OF 
CLEMENT XIV. 


TO ALL THE PATRIARCHS, PRI- 
MATES, ARCHBISHOPS AND BI- 
SHOPS, ON THE SUBJECT OF 

. His ADVANCEMENT. 


CLEMENT XIv. 


TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN, HEALTH 
AND APOSTOLICAL BENCDICTION | 


HEN we confider the duties of the 
fapreme Apoftlefhip with which 

we have been clothed, we fink under fo 
weighty a charge, and compare our fituation 
to that of a man, who, drawn from the re- 
pofe of a calm retirement, is caft into a tem- 
peftuous ocean, where he is on the point 
of being fwallowed up by the waves. Rut 
tt.is the work of the Lord, and it is wonder- 
fal is our ges. The infcrutable decrees 
of God, and not the counfels of men, 
have loaded us with the awful duties of 
the 
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the Apoftlefhip, when we were very far from 
entertaining any fuch thoughts. This con- 
vidtion gives us full confidence, that He who 
hath called us to the painful cares of the fu- 
pteme Miniftry, will condefcend to calm our 
fears, affift our weaknefs, and hear our pray- 
ers. Peter, who ought to be our model, 
‘was encouraged by the Lord, and rebuked 
for his want of faith when he thought he 
was finking in the fea. There is no doubt 
burt that it is the will of our Divine Chief, 
who in the perfon of the Prince of Apoftles 
hath trufted to us the keys of the kingdom 
of Heaven, and hath commanded us to feed 
his theep, that we put away all doubr of ob- 
taining his aid, We fubmit ourfelves then, 
without referve, to Him, who is our ftrength 
and our help, refigning ourfelves up to his 
power and truth, By his goodnefs he will 
complete in us the work which he lath be- 
gun; and even our lowlinefs will ferve to 
make his mercy fhine forth with more luftre 
in the eyes of men: for if, in thefe wretched 
times, he hath refolved to accomplifh forme- 
thing for the good of his Church by the 
miniftry of fo ufclels a fervant as me, all 
* 5 mankind 
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mankind will evidently fee that he is the Au- 
thor and Perfeéter, and that to him alone the 
glory ought to be afcribed. But the more 
powerful the heip is upon which we depend, 
the more ought we to employ our efforts to 
co-operate with it; and the more exalted the 
honour to which we have been advanced, 
the more ought we to endeavour worthily to 
difcharge its duties. 

On whitever quarter of the Chriftian 
world we caft our eyes, we perceive you, 
our venerable Brethren, fharing with us in 
our glorious work , and this view fills us with 
confolation. It is with the greateft joy that 
in you we recognife our worthy affiftants, 
faithful Paftors and evangelical lubourers. 
Ie is therefore that we are anxiou: to addrefs 
ourfelves to you at the beginning of our 
Apoftlefhip. It is into your bofoms that we 
would pour the moft fecret fentiments of our 
foul; and if ic appears that we offer you 
fome exhortations, and give you fome ad- 
vice, attribute them folely to our diftruft of 
outfelves, and think them the effeéts of thar 
confidence which your virtues and filial love 
towards us have infpired. 

Firft, 
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Firft, we pray and befeech you, our ve- 
nerable Brethren, to pray conftantly to “tod 
to ftrengthen out weaknefs: render us b '¢ 
this return of the tendernefs we bear to- 
wards you. Pray fur our wants, as we 
pray for you:,; fo that being mutually ful- , 
tained, we may be mere firm and mere 
vigilant. Let us prove by the union of 
our hearts, thc vewhih we all make 
only one and the Sune body; for the whole 
Church is but one bu'ding, of which the 
Prince of Apoftles laid the foundation here, 
Many ftunes have bren bound together for 
its conftruétion ; but all reft upon one alone, 
even upon Jefus Chrit, in whom we are all 
united as his members. 

Being charged, as his Vicar, with the 
adminiftration of his power, we are raifed 
by his will to the moft eminent firuation, 
but united with us as the head of the 
vifible Church, you are the principal parts 
of that fame body. And as nothing can 
happen to us which will noc affect you, 
fo there is nothing that can intereft you, 
but what muft become an obje& of our 
folicitude. It is therefore, that being in 

perfect 
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perfect agreement, and animated with the 
fame fpirit, which, owing from the Supreme 
Head, diffufes life through all the mem- 
bers, we ought chicfly to labour that the 
whole body of the Church b. found and 
intire, and neither contra fpot or wrinkle, 
but flourith by the practice of every Chrif. 
tian virtue. With the Div.ne [Ielp we may 
fucceed in this, if every one, according to his 
power, would inflame himfelf with zeal in 
the care of the flock which is entrufted to 
him, and apply carefully to guard them from 
feduétion, to procure them foiid inftructio :s, 
and the proper means of fanétification, 

There never was a time when it was 
more neceffary to watch for the fafcty of 
fouls. Opinions moft artfully calculated 
for fhaking the caufe of Religion are every 
day fcattered abroad; and men in crouds 
allow themfelves to be feduced by a thirft 
after novelty, It is a mortal puifon, which 
infinuates itfelf into all conditions, and 
which makes the moft cruel ravages. 

My Reverend Brethren, it is a new mo- 
tive for our labouring with more ardour 
than’ ever, to reprefs a madaefs which dares 

to 
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to attack the moft holy laws, and even to 
infult the Deity. 

It is not by the help of human wifdom 
that you will fucceed in this pious enter- 
prife, but by the fimplicity of the word 
of God, more piercing than a two-edged 
Sword. You will eafily repel all the attacks 
of the enemy; you will eafily blunt alt 
hus arrows, by p- fenting in all your dif- 
courfes only Jefau, Chrift, and Jefus Chrift 
crucified. He hath built his Church, that 
Holy City, anc furniiued it with his Laws 
and his Precepts. Hie hath trufted to ic 
the Faith which he camé to eftablifh, as a 
depofit to be religioufly preferved in all its 
purity. It was his will that it fhould be- 
come the impregnable rampart of his Doc- 
trine and Tru.h, and that the gates of Heli 
fhould never prevail againft iz, Being ap- 
pointed to the care and government of this 
Holy City, our venerable Brethren, let us 
dibyeatly preferve the Faith of our Holy 
Founder and Divine Mafter, that precious in- 
heritance which our Fathers have tranfmitted 
to us, in all its purity, that we may tranfmit 
it equally pure to our defendants. If our 
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aétions and counfels are conformable to the 
rale marked out for us in the Holy Scrip. 
tures; if we walk in the paths of our Fa- 
thers, which cannot lead us aftray ; we may 
affure ourfelves that we fhall be able to fhun 
every falle ftep which is capable of weaken- 
ing the Faith of the Chriftian people, or in 
any point injuring the unity of the Church, 
Let us only draw from the Scriptures, and 
from tradition, what it imports us to know 
and obferve; thefe are the facred fources 
of Divine Wifdom; and there we fhall find 
whatever we ought to belicve and prattife , 
whatever concerns worthip, difcipline, or 
manner of living, is included in that double 
depofit. We fhall there fee the depth of 
our fublime Myilerics, the duties of Piety, 
the rules of Juftice and Humanity. There 
we fhall be inflruéted in what we owe to 
God, to the Church, to our country, and 
to our neighbour; and we muft acknow- 
ledge that there is no law better than true 
Religion, to eftablith the rights of nations 
and fociety. The Doétrines of Jefus Chrift 
have never been attacked withope troubling 
the repofe of the people, without difturb- 

ing, 
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ing the obedience due to Sovereigns, and 
without {catering troubles and confufion alt 
around, 

There is fuch an intimate union between 
the rights of his Divine Majelty, and the 
rights of the Kings of this world, that when 
the laws of Chriftianity are obferved, So- 
vereigns are obeyed without regret, their 
power is refpected, and their perfons ho- 
noured, 

We therefore exhort you, our venerable 
Brethren, to inculcate, to the utmoft of 
your power, obedience and fubmifion to 
Sovertigns in the people that are intrufted 
to your care; for among the Commandments 
of God, this is extremely neceffary for pre- 
ferving peace and good order. Kings have 
been elevated to the eminent ranks they 
poffefs, only to watch over the fafety of 
the Public, and to confine men within the 
bounds of wifdom and equity. They are 
the Minifters of God for the obfervance of 
juftice, and they only carry the fword to 
execute the vengeance of God, by punifh- 
ing thofe that ftray from their duty. They 

are 
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are likewife the dear Children and the Pro- 
te€tors of the Church, and it is their duty 
to defend her rights, and fupport her in- 
terefts. Take care then, that you inftrucé 
even the children, as foon as they are ca- 
pable of it, to preferve an inviolable fidelity 
towards their Sovercigns, to fubmit to their 
authority, to obferve their laws, not only 
from the fear of punifhment, but as a duty 
enjoined by confcience. 

When by your zcal and application you 
fhall have thus difpofed the minds of fub- 
jeéts to obey their Kings, to reipect and 
love them in the fulneis of their hearts, 
you will then have laboured cffiually for 
the tranquillity of the people, and the good 
of the Church; for the one is infeparable 
from the other. But that you may infallibly 
acquit yourlelves with fuccets in that duty, 
you fhould join to the Prayers which you 
daily make for the people, particular Pray- 
ers for the Kings, that you may obtain from 
God their prefervation and profperity, and 
the grace which is neceffary to govern with 
wifdom and with equity. 


Thus 
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Thus, in labouring for the happinefs of 
all mankind, you will worthily difcharge 
the duties of your facred Miniftry ; for it 
is juft and right that the Pontiffs, who have 
been eftablifhed for the good of man, in 
what concerns the worfhip of God, fhould 
prefent to God the vows of all the faithful, 
inceffantly praying the Lord to fupport and 
eftablith him who watcheth for the public 
tranquillity, and the prefervation of all the 

le. 

Tr would be fuperfluous to remind you 
of al} the other obligations which the pafto- 
ral dignity impofes on you. You are al- 
ready fully inftruéted in all the duties which 
the Chriftian Religion requires, living hap- 
pily in the practice of all the virtues: for 
you fhould never fail to have Jefus Chrift 
our Chief, the Prince of alt Paftors, before 
your eyes, and {till endeavour to render 
yourfelves as near a copy as poffible of that 
perfeé model of Charity, Holinefs and Hu- 
mility. Our labours, our thoughts, can- 
not have 2 more glorious or more excel- 
lent obje& than Him, who being the bright- 
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nefs of his Father's glory, and the exprefs 
image of his perfon, has been pleafed to raife 
us to the quality of Children of God, by 
adoption, and to make us co-heirs with him- 
felf, It is the way to preferve the union and 
alliance of men with Jefus Chrift, and to 
imitate that Divine Model of patience, gen- 
tlenefs, and humility. Wherefore it is faid ; 
Afiend upon a bigh mountain, ye who preach 
the Gafpel to Sion. 

If you have an ardent defire to conform 
to thefe duties, ic is not poffible but this 
holy ardour muft by fympathy communi- 
cate itfelf from your heart to the breafts 
of all nations, and they become deeply in- 
flamed with it; for the example of the 
Paftor has an aftonifhing virtue and power 
in moving the fouls of the Faithful incrufted 
to his charge. When they perceive that 
all his thoughts and all his aétions are re- 
gulated by the model of true virtue; 
when they fee him avoid every thing which 
can relith of aufterity, fiercenefs, and haugh- 
tinefs , and employ himfelf only in works 
which infpire charity, gentlenefs, and 
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humility; then they will find cheméfelves ani- 
mated to follow fuch an admirable and edi- 
fying example. 

When they are convinced that 2 Paftor 
nepleéts himfelf to be wfeful to others ; that 
his principal delight is to relieve the indi- 
gent; that he comforts the affli€ted, in- 
ftruéts the ignorant, affifts with his good 
offices and his counftls all thofe who ftand 
in need of them, and, ina word, that every 
thing befpeaks a perfect difpofition in him 
to facrifice his life for the ialvation of his. 
people; then each individual ftruck with his 
virtues, and affected by his example, will 
enter into himfelf, and correét his faults, 
But if a Paftor, attached folely to his own 
intereft, prefers the things of this world 
to thote of Heaven, how can he engage 
his flock to love God only, and to rendef 
fervices to each other? If he fighs after 
riches, pleafures, and honours, how can 
he infpire the contempt of them? If he is 
haughty, and inflated with pride, how 
will he perfuade them to be gentle and 
hombk ? 


Since 
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Since then you are charged, our vener- 
able Brethren, to form the people accord- 
ing to the maxims of Jefus Chrift, yout 
firft duty is to live in the holinefs, gentle- 
nefs, and innocence of manners, of which 
he hath fet us an example. You may de- 
pend upon it, you cannot make a proper 
ufe of your authority, but by endeavouring 
rather to give proofs of your modefty and 
charity, than by difplaying the balges of 
your dignity. Be affured, that if you ac- 
quit yourfelves ferupuloufly of che duties 
impofed upon you, you will be crowned 
with glory and happinefs; and that, on 
the contrary, if you negled&t them, yuu 
will be covered with fhame, and prepat: 
for yourfelves the greateft of all mileric. 
Do not defire other riches than to fecue 
thofe fouls to God, which he hath purchafrd 
with his blood :--ieek no other glory than 
that of confecrating yourfelves intirely to 
the Lord, to Jabour inceffantly in extend- 
ing his worthip, to fet off the beauty of 
his Houfe, to extirpate vice, and cultivate 
virtue. Such fhould be the fole object of 
L2 your 
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your thoughts, your defires, your actions, 
and your ambition. And do not think, .our 
venerable Brethren, that after having paffed 
a long time in thefe painful labaurs, there will 
remain nothing more to exercife your vir- 
tue, Such is the nature of our Miniftry, 
fuch is the condition of a Bifhop, that he 
ought never to fee an end to his folicieude 
and cares; he can never give himfelf up 
to reft; for they whofe charity fhould know 
no bounds, ought to admit no bounds to 
their aétivity. The expectation of an eter- 
nal reward, is furely capable of rendering 
all our labour Jight. 

Ah! what can appear difficult to men who 
keep conftantly in view the ineffable hap- 
pincfs which the Lord will fhare with all 
thofe who faichrully watch and increafe his 
flock, when he comes to afk an account of 
their adminiftration! Befide this hope, 
fo fweet and precious, you will find inex- 
prefible joy and confolation in the very la- 
hour. of an Epifcopal life. When God 
Almighty feconds our efforts, we fee the 
propl: ftridly united by the ties of reci- 

procal 


Lergete,.r, &e an’ 
procal charity, and diftinguithing themfeives ‘ 
by their innocence, candour, and piety: we 
fee a multitude of excellent fruits produced 
in the fields of the Church, by our watch- 
ings, fatigue, and cares. 

May we, our moft dear and venerable 
Brethren, by our unanimous and voluntary 
agreement, zeal, and application, revive in 
the time of our Apoftlefhip that flourithing 
ftate of Religion, and reftore all the beauty 
it pofleffed in the firft ages! May we be 
able to congratulate, and rejoice with, you 
in the Lord! May the God of mercy deign 
to fupport us by the help of his grace, and 
fill our hearts with whatever is agreeable to 
him! 

In teftimony of our charity, We give 
you, with all poffible affection, and all the 
Faithful of your Churches, the Apoftolical 
Benediction. 


At Roz, St. Many Major, the izth of December, 
in the Year 1769, and the Firk of our Tontificate. 
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LETTER 
To His Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY, 
LOuUIS XV. 
UPON IRRELIGION. 
E know nothing more proper to 
kindle your zeal, than the motive 
which engages us to write to you, We do 
not purpofe to fpeak at prefent of our per- 
fonal interefts, but thofe of Religion icfelf. 
If we are affured of your royal protection 
for ourfelves, we have much more reafon to 
believe that you will not reject our prefent 
folicitations, which have no other view than 
the good of the Church, 

It is the common caufe of God and 
Chriftianity, which we at prefent plead be- 
fore you, our moft dear Son in Jefus Chrift. 
‘We fee with the deepeft forrow, the wor- 
fhip eftablithed by the Supreme Legiflator, 
for a long time attacked by wicked men, 
who without ceafing, direct againft it the 
facrilegious arrows of their perverfe fpirits, 
Tc may be faid, that there is a general con- 
(piracy, by the moft audacious efforts, ut- 
terly to overthrow whatever is moft vener- 

able 
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able or facred. They do not bluth to pro- . 
duce every day a crowd of writings, an ever- 
lafting monument of their folly, in order to 
deftroy even the firft principles of good mo- 
rals, to break the bonds of all Society, and 
to feduce fimple fouls, by the fatal talent 
which they poffefs of fuccefsfully fowing 
thefe perverfe doétrines. 

The aftonifhing rapidity of their progrefs 
perfuades us, that there can be nothing more 
important, or more urgent, than to raife a 
mound to oppofe this torrent. 

Te is not fufficient to take all the poifoned 
works which iffue from that horrid School, 
out of the hands of the people; the zeal of 
our venerable Brethren the Bithops muft 
come to our affiftance; that by uniting our 
ftrength, we may, with one common accord, 
combat the different enemies of our Reli- 
gion, and be avenged of the infults daily of- 
fered to it. 

We fee with inexpreffible joy, upon this 
occafion, that the Prelates of Your Ma. 
jefty’s great and Aourifhing Empire, at 
prefent afflembled in Paris for Eccle- 
fiaftical affairs, enter perfectly into out 

Le views 
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views, and that their paftoral folicirude en- 
gages them to employ every means of {top- 
ping the ravages of infidelity. We have a 
perfeét confidence that in labouring, as they 
will do, in the caufe of God, they will re- 
ceive abundantly the fpirit of wifdom and 
ftrength. It is no {mall confolation to us, 
to fee them apply with fo much zeal to the 
difcharge of fuch important duties, 

But if they have need of the protection 
of the moft High, they have likewife a 
right to expeét from you, our moft dear 
Son, the neceffary helps to affift and 
crown their labours. We therefore pray 
you, as much as in us lies, to favour them 
in whatever they do for the caufe of Religion, 
atid to fuppore them with vigour. Then 
will they give effectual proofs of the zeal 
which animates them, not only for the fal- 
vation of the Faithful, but for the tempo- 
ral advantage of their Country, and alfo for 
your facred Perfon ; for Religion being the 
firmeft fupport of Thrones, it is eafy to re- 
tain people who obey God, in obedience to 
Kings. 


Hence 
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Hence ic is eafy to be feen, that our cares 
and folicitude do not tend Iefs to confirm 
your royal authority, than to maintain the 
interefts of God. Human focieties are 
much more indebted for their prefervation 
and fecurity to the exercife of the true wor- 
fhip, and the ftability of the revealed doc- 
trine, than to the force of arms, or the 
abundance of riches. 

The true way of drawing down the moft 
precious effects of the Divine mercy upon 
your facred Perfon, and upon the Princes 
and Princeffes of your blood, is publicly to 
maintain the Faith and Piety in their purity, 
By doing this you will thew yourfelf emi- 
nently {killed in the art of reigning, that art 
by which your anceftors have always fhewn 
themfelves Moft Chrittian Kings, and you 
will fupport your own glory and theirs, by 
adding the moft ftriking proofs of your Re- 
ligion to their example, 

This fubjeét would no doubt require to 
be treated more fully , but the high opinion 
we have of your truly royal Piety, males us 
look upon a long Difcourfe on this fubjeé& 
as fuperfluous. 

Ls v 


226 e-roTT ER 

In the firm perluafion that Your Majefty 
will grant what we afk with equal zeal and 
juftice, we pray the Almighty, by whom 
you reign, that he may long preferve you 
and your Auguft Family ; and we give you, 
with all poffible tendernefs, our Apoftolical 
Benedi@iion. May it be a happy prefage 
of the favour and happinefs which we with 
you ! 

Rome, 21 March, 1770. 


To MADAME LOUISE or FRANCE, 
CLEMENT XIV. 


TO OUR MOST DEAR DAUGHTER IN JESUS 
CHRIST, ALL HEALTH! 


T feemeth to us that the moft painful 
labours of the Apolftlefhip with which 
we have been clothed, are become light and 
pleafing, fince we have learnt your holy and 
generous refolution. You could undertake 
nthing more grand nor more fublime than 
tu exchange the pomp of a Royal Court 
for the humiliation of a Religious Houfe. 
Whether 
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‘Whether we confider the pious condefcen- + 
fion of our moft dear Son in Jefus Chrift, 
Louis, your Auguft Father, and Muft Chrif- 
tian King, who has permitted you to make 
fuch a facrifice; or look upon the precious 
advantage which muft thence refule to the 
Church; we cannot contain our joy and 
admiration. 

May thanks be rendered to God, the Au- 
thor of all good, that he has given us, in 
your perfon, fuch a ftriking example to all 
Princes, and all Nations, and has deigned to 
confecrate our Pontificate by fo glorious an 
event. It isa fubjeft of congratulation for 
us, as well as for you. Ah! how can we 
be otherwife than delighted with the view of 
the abundant riches which the Lord hath 
heaped upon you; and with that all-divine 
ftrength which made you, after the molt 
mature reflections, embrace a kind of lite 
which may be called a fketch of Heaven! 
None but God himfelf could infpire you 
with fuch a generous defign. You have Icarnt, 
by the favour of Divine iflumination, that 
all the grandeurs of this world are only 
vapours ; all its pleafures, mere illuhons , 

LG all 
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all its promifes, arrant faifhoods ; and laftly, 
that the foul can only find peace in the 
pleafing exercife of the love of God; and 
that you cannot reign, but by ferving him 
alone, 

Now itis, that, in the port where you are 
at prefent, fheltered from rocks and thip- 
wreck, you are about to enjoy the moft de- 
Ticious tranquillity ; to tafte, more than ever, 
the holy and divine pleafures which are the 
inheritance of the friends of God. When 
we can triumph over the world, we poftefs 
the greateft riches, in the midft of indigence, 
‘We find true liberty in renouncing our- 
felves, grandeur and glory in the depreffions 
of the profoundeft humility. Nothing is 
comparable to the happinefs of concentrat- 
ing all our thoughts, and ali our defies, in 
the bofom of God; to live with Him alone, 
to be inflamed with the love of Him, and to 
have no other hope but that of poffeffing 
Him for ever. 

May your courage increafe, our moft 
dear Daughter, in proportion as the grace 
ef God has been plentifully poured upon 
you! Perfevere, with all your ftrength, 

in 
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in the noble defign which you have formed, . 
of proceeding in the way of Salvation, 
Make that Being the conftant object of 
your thoughts, whom you have propofed 
to love and ferve all the days of your life; 
think that the recompence which is the ob- 
je& of your defires, is infinite; and the 
fruit which you expect, incorruptible: By 
that means you will change your labours 
into delights, and you will cafte before-hand 
the fweets of a Heaven to come, 

The more we reflect upon the generous 
ftep which you have taken, the more we 
rejoice in the hope, that the brilliant ex- 
ample will produce in many other people 
the defire of imitating it. You will not fail 
to call to mind that the King, your indul- 
gent Father, having facrificed the pleafure 
he had ‘in your fociety that he might not 
oppofe your call, you ought to employ every 
means of teftifying your gratitude towards 
him, The only way to acquit yourfelf is, 
to pray co tinually to God, to make him 
happy in this life, and in that which is to 
come, 


Your 
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Your zeal for the Church, which is well 
known to us, together with your refpectful 
attachment to the Holy See, are new mo- 
tives of joy and confolation; for we are 
perfuaded that you will apply conftantly 
to God for our particular wants, as well as 
thofe of Religion. We offer you in ac- 
knowledgement of sll thefe good offices, 
every advantage which you can expect 
from our paternal tendernefs. Nothing 
can equal the extreme defire which we 
have to fecond your pious intentions, and 
to promote the fervour with which you 
walk in the paths of virtue. And although 
we are perfectly convinced of your zeal 
and perfeverance, we will willingly give to 
your prefent or future Confeffor the power 
of foftening your Rule, and even of dit- 
penfing with it in every cafe where your 
weaknefs cannot keep pace with your 
courage. Befides, we grant you, in 
virtue of our Apoftolical authority, a full 
and intire indulgence every time you ap- 
proach the Holy Table; and to teftify 
our affection ftill more, we grant the fame 
favour to our Holy Daughters in Jefus 
Chrift, 
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hrift, your worthy Companions, and make 
tem participators with you in our Apofto- * 
cal Benediction. 
Given at Roms, gth May, 1770, the firk Year of 
oar Pontificate, 


LEYvuiser 
To His Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY, 
LOUIS Xv. 


ON THE SUBJECT OF MADAME LOUISE 
TAKING THE HABIT. 


OUR MOST DEAR SON IN JESUS CHRIST, 
ALL HEALTH! 


T is proper that at the fame time we 
write to our moft dear Daughter in 
Jefus Chrift, the Princefs Louifa Maria, 
to congratulate her on the greatnefs of her 
facrifice, we pour forth our joy into the 
paternal bofom of your Majefty. You 
have given us the greateft delight; and 
the more fo, as you have had the prin- 
cipal fhare in fo remarkable and fo fplendid 
an adtion, But what fills our Soul with 
infinite fatisfadtion, is, that after having ap- 
5 plauded 


“LETTER 

pladéed the generous procecding of your 
Auguft Daughter, you have fhewn extraor- 
dinary courage, in feparating yourfelf from 
her, notwithftanding the ineftimable quali- 
ties which rendered her fo dear to you; and 
that as foon as you believed you heard the 
voice of Religion, you ftifled the call of 
Nature, and have only feen 2 future Spoufe 
for Jefus Chrift, in her who was your be- 
loved Daughter. Thus you yourfelf have 
opened the way to Heaven to a pious Prin- 
cefs who defired with ardour to enter it; 
and you have contributed, by your generous 
approbation, to fecure her from the dangers 
which furround human life, and the tomul- 
tuous waves which diftract it, 

I fee her in the holy retreat which fhe 
hath chofen, teaching the whole world 
that there is nothing more frail, nor more 
vain, than all the delights and all the 


‘grandeur of this life; that they are to be 
_ looked upon only as rocks, which often be- 
* come the lamentable caufe of a multicude of 
F evils, by oppofing the acquifition of eternal 


nA 


happinefs, 


The 
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The fhare which you have had in fo pious 
an aétion, ought to give you the greateft 
confidence in the prayers of your illuftrious 
Daughter: fhe will never ceafe to pray to 
God for your Auguft Perfon, your Royal 
Family and your whole Kingdom, and, 
what fhould ftill more intere{t your Majefty, 
for the falvation of your foul. It is a power- 
ful interceffion which you have obtained in 
the fight of the Almighty; and it much con- 
cerns you to derive every poffible advantage 
from an event which Providence has per- 
mitted for your good, 

‘We with, in the fulnefs of our heart, 
that you would receive the teftimonies of 
our affection, as the tender overflowings of 
the heart of a Father who dearly loves you, 
and who is no lefs zealous for your glory 
and happinefs than his own. To convince 
you of it, we give you, our moft dear Son 
in Jefus Chrift, in the moft affectionate man- 
ner poffible, our Apoftolical Benediction, as 
an undoubted proof of the fingular love 
that, &c. 


Given at Rows, oth May, 17-0, and the Fuit of 
our Pontificate. 
A SE. 
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A SECOND LETTER 


To Hu Most CHRISTIAN MAJESTY, 
LOUIS XV. 


On THE SAME SUBJECT. 


FTER having congratulated Your 

Majefty, by our Letter of the oth 
of May laf, on the heroic courage with 
which the Princefs Lovifa, your Augut 
Daughter, is about to embrace a reli- 
gious life ; after having teitified to her the 
fulnefs of our joy on the fame fubje& ; we 
cannot refit again exprefling our fatis- 
faétion, and tranfports we feel at“ the ap- 
proach of fuch a facrifice. Her zeal is 
fo arden, that fhe can fuffer no longer 
dclay, and fhe is inflamed with the defire 
of feeing herfelf clothed in the holy Habit 
of the Carmelives, by the hands of our 
Venerable Brother, Bernardin, Archbifhop 
of Damafcus, our Nuncio in Ordinary to 
Your Majefty. 


From 
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From the firft news we received of her 
generous defign, we recognifed the fpirit 
of God acting in a moft wonderful manner 
on the foul of this Auguft Princefs; and 
we found ourfelves affected with the ftrong- 
eft defire to go in perfon to perform the 
ceremony of the Vefure, which our Nun- 
cio is to perform, and thereby augment 
the luftre and folemnity of fo great a day. 
But the diftance making it impofible, we 
fhall accomplith our defires in part, by 
charging our Nuncio, our Brother above- 
named, with this auguft duty. We wil! 
feem to affift in fome fore ourfelves, and 
lead our moft dear daughter in Jefus 
Chrift to the nuptials of her Divine Spoufe. 
We pray you to approve of the Letters 
which we have addreffed on that fubje& to 
the Nuncio who reprefents us; and we per- 
fuade ourfelves that you will acquiefce the 
more willingly, as thefe difpofitions have no 
other motive than our zeal and affection for 
your Majefty. 

As a certain pledge of thefe fentiments, 
and as a happy prefage of the divine blefl- 
ing, receive our Apoftolical Benediction. 

We 
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‘We give it with all the tendernefs of a Fa- 
ther to you, and to all your Auguft Chil. 
dren, efpecially the pious Princefs who is 
the memorable fubjet of our gladnefs, 


Given at Rom, the 18th of July, 1770, the fecond 
Year of our Pontificate, 


SECOND LETTER 
TOMADAME LOUISE, OF FRANCE. 


OUR MOST DEAR DAUGHTER IN J3SUS 
CHRIST, ALL HEALTH | 


T laft tre moft glorious and the moft 

fortunate d y cf your life approaches , 
adsenwhch, vy the moft facced and in- 
timate ties, you are to become the Spoufe 
of Jefus Chrift hinfelf, and devote to him 
all your defires, all your thoughts, and alt 
your actions. 

‘We were tranfported with joy, and we 
applauded your magnanimity, from that 
moment, when, treading the vanities of the 
world under your feet, you renounced the 
delights of the moft brilliant Court, to 


canine 
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confine yourfelf to the obfcurity of the 
Cloifter, and there to make trial of the 
moft humble and moft mortifying life: 
but your public profeffion, by which you 
are about to make Heaven and Karth 
witneffes of your generous facrifice, com- 
pletes our joy. Never forget that the 
Lord, by calling you from the bofom 
of Grandeur to live under the fthadow of 
the Crofs, marked you with the Seal of 
Predeftination. The higher the rank you 
held in the world, the more is his good- 
nefg remarkable, and the more ought your 
foul to be penetrated with love and gra- 
titude. 

All the feftivals of this world have nothing 
to compare with that great day, when, led by 
the infpiration of Grace, you thall give your- 
felf up intirely to God, and folemnly take 
Him for your inheritance. 

Would to Heaven, our deareft Daugh- 
ter, that it were p@fible for us to affift in 
perfon at this auguit ceremony, to be not 
only a witnefs, but likewife the Minifter 
of fuch an heroic facrifice! Neverthelefs, 
although that happinefs is denied us, 

we 
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we will not fail to enjoy it as much as pof- 
fible, by having ourfelves reprefented by 
our venerable Brother, the Archbifhop of 
Damafcus, our Nuncio in ordinary. It 
was already by his hands thar we clothed 
you in the facred habit, and it will be by 
him that we fhall receive your facred vows; 
and that nothing say be wanting for the 
folemnity of { great a day, we charge 
him to impart to you all the treafures of 
the Church. 

We do not doubt of your fhewing every 
fenfe of our paternal tendernefs, by ad- 
vancing more and more in the courfe you 
have entered, and by the conftant praétice 
of all the virtues, more efpecially that of 
humility. It is from thence you will learn 
that you ought not to be vain of any thing, 
but that you hold all from God; that you 
ought conftantly to diftroft your own 
ftrength, and not rely on your own merit, 
but on his Almighty Grace only; believing, 
at the fame time, that you are capable of 
every thing in Him who ftrengthens you, 
and never ceafing ro have recourfe to his 
infinite mercy. 

That 
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Thefe fentiments, deeply engraved on 
your foul, will diffufe a Chriftian modefty 
over your whole behaviour, and in the the- 
dow of that humility, Divine Love will take 
root in your heart, and will produce fruit 
both ufeful and abundant. 

It is not by way of advice that we {peak 
to you in this manner, as if we thought 
you had need of it, but to render the way 
of life to which God hath called you, more 
precious in your eyes. 

You will certainly make it a capital duty 
to teftify, upon all occafions, the fively gra- 
titade which you owe to your Auguit Fa- 
ther, who has loved you fo tenderly, and 
done every thing for you: you will never 
ceafe to pray to God to preferve him, to 
profper his kingdom and his auguft Fa. 
mily, and, above all, to grant him eternal 
happinefs. 

As for us, if we may be permitted to 
claim the rights which our affection intitles 
us to, we conjure you to draw down upon 
our perfon, as your Father in Jefus Chrift, 
the favourable attention of the Lord, and 
to pray continually for the Church in- 
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trufted to our care. And now that you 
are more intimately attached to her, you 
ought to intereft yourfelf more than ever 
in what concerns either her “advantage or 
glory. On your part, you may be per- 
fuaded chat we will continually beg of God 
to blefs your pious refolutions, and that 
you may increafé more and more in his holy 
love. 

Receive, as a pledge of our paternal af- 
fe€tion, our Apoftolical Benediction, we 
give it with all our heart to you, and like- 
wife to alJ the Order of Carmelites, with 
whom you are about to be affociated for 
ever. 

Given at Rome, at St. Maxy-Majon, under the 


Fisnsaman’s-Ring, the 14th of Augué, 1771, 
and the third Year of our Pontificate. 


LE T- 
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LETTER 


TO MONSIGNOR BERNARDIN GIRAULT, ARCH 
BISHOP OF DAMASCUS, NUNCIO TO HIS MOST 
CHRISTIAN LIAJESTY. 


TO OUR VENERABLE BROTHER, HEALTH AND 
APOSTOLICAL BENEDICTION | 


T has been reprefented to us, that the 
Princefs Louife-Marie of France, our 
moft dear Daughter in Jefus Chrift, rer +>? 
to the Monaftery of the Bare-forted C «171 ~ 
lites of St. Denis, defires with the must 24 2- 
ly ardour to embrace their holy «sititutss, 
and chat in order more fully t» tu tf "2° 
devotion, the is to receive the haba as ut 
hands, as being Superior of the Ordc. 
When we think of that Princefs, burt + 
the midft of the delights and grandeur ¢* 
the moft brilliant Court in the world, ac 
voting herfelf to the moft auftere and n- 
tured life, we cannot help admiring, and av 
the fame time acknowledging the impref- 
fion of the Holy Ghoit, fo as to fay, ¢ It isa 
« miracle of the Moft High” We are fo 
Vou. I. M ceply 
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Geeply penetrated on this occafion, that to 
accord with the inexpreffible fentiments of 
the zeal with which we are animated, and the 
joy which tranfports us, we charge you to 
perform this ceremony in our name. 

Therefore, to give to this holy and cele- 
brated Office all the luftre which ic merits, 
and all the folemnity of which it is fufcep- 
tible, we fpecially depute and delegate you, 
our venerable Brother, to act for us in our 
place. $y 
This interefts us the more deeply, as 
we fhall believe we are there prefenr, to fee 
wich our own eyes with what holy tranfpores 
our moft dear Daughter in Jefus Chrift will 
unite herfelf, with all her heart, to her hea~ 
venly Hufband. 

Befides this, as we are defirous to aug- 
ment, and render more complete, the gene- 
ral fatisfaétion of the Order, by giving to 
all chofe who compofe it the {pirirual trea- 
fures of the Church, We, out of our 
free benevolence, grant plenary indulgence 
to ali the Bare-footed Carmelites of the 
kingdom of France, who, on the day 

the 
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the Princefs takes the habit, fhall partake 
of the Sacraments of Penitence and the Eu- 
charift, and implore the mercy of the Al- 
mighty for the exaltation of the Holy Ca- 
tholic Church, for our moft dear Son in Je- 
fus Chrift Louis Moft Chriftian King of 
France, for his Children, for the Royal Fa- 
mily, and particularly for the Princefs who 
is at prefent the fubject of our joy, and who 
is to begin her Noviciatc in the moft auftere 
and facred ftate; that new grace may be 
heaped upon her from day to day ; that fhe 
may become more the ornament of her Or. 
der by the regularity of her life, than by 
the fplendor of her name.~—And you, our 
venerable Brother, we dere you diligently 
to inform all whom it may concern, of the 
falutary favour with which we are willing to 
gratify them: and for a proof of our Pon- 
tifical good will, we give you, &c, 

Rome, 18 July, 1770, the fecond 
Year of our Pontificate. 


Mz LET- 
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LETTER 
To His Mosr CHRISTIAN MAJESTY. 


OUR MOST DEAR SON IN JESUS CHRIST, 
ALL HEALTH! 


VERY time we think of your illuf- 
trious Daughter, Louife-Marie of 
France, who in Jefus Chrift is likewife ours, 
we blefs God that he hath fo infpired her. 
We have conftantly before our eyes the 
great example which the fets to the world; 
an example which will do honour to this age, 
and will be the admiration of pofterity. The 
marer the moneat of the factifice approaches, 
the more we redouble our prayers, and the 
more we defire to declare to you the fenti- 
ments which attach us to your perfon, by 
nndering the tribute of praife which is due 
ty you for the part you have taken in this 
great event, of which the Church is to be 

the witnefs. ’ 
Undoubtedly you could not do better than 
fecure to yourfelf a fupport in the prayers 
avd vows of her who is totally devoted to 
your 
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your perfon, and is intirely agreeable to 
God. In this your wifdom is as eminent as 
your Religion, and that perfuades us, at 
the fame time, that by the Divine goodnefs 
you will reap the greateft advantage from 
fo favourable an event, We congratulate 
you with all our heart, and applaud our- 
felves, becaufe the union with our moft dear 
Daughter in Jefus Chrift will become more 
ftrong than ever. Our greateft defire would 
be to tie thefe knots ftill more clofely, by 
prefiding at the ceremony which we fee ap- 
proaching, and receiving in perfon the moft 
folemn vows which the moft tender piety can 
pronounce. 

‘We are the more penetrated with this 
thought, as it would be a moft happy occa- 
fion of converfing with you, of embracing 
you, and fhewing you in our eyes, and on 
our countenance, the fentiments with which 
you infpire us. Then our paternal tender- 
nefs and our paftoral charity fhining forth, 
would affure you in the ftrongeft manner 
of our intire affection, But alas! we are 

M3 fo 
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fo unfortunately fituated, as to have that fa- 
tistacuon on'y in idea, 

As to any other advantages, we have en- 
deavowed to procure them, notwithitanding 
our abience; having chofen our venerable 
Brother the Archbifhop of Damafcus to 
fupply cur place, and given him the 
moft fpeci.1 and extenfive powers for that 
purpofe, as we before did, when we give 
him commiffion to reprefent us at the cere- 
mony of taking the Habit. 

Being informed that your Majefty then ap- 
proved of the manner in which we reguiated 
the ceremony of giving the Habit to our 
Auguft Princefs, we flatter ourfelves that 
you will equally approve at prefent of the 
fame difpofitions, 

‘We carneftly pray you, then, to join in 
our views, with your ufual goodnefs, and 
afford us the confolation to ive our place fup- 
plied by our Reprefencetive, 

Receive, as the belt proof which we can 
give of our attachment, our Apoitolical 
Benediction, which, as a pledge of all the 
benedigtians of Heaven, fhall extend to 

your 
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your auguit race, and over your whole 
kingdom, if our prayers are heard, 

Given at Rows, at St. Maniz-Major, under the 


Frousnman's-Rinc, the rgth of Avguft, 1774, 
the third Year of our Pontificate. : 


LETTER 


TO THE DUKE OF PARMA. 


Tv" would be very difficult to exprefs all 
the fatisfaétion which your letter gave 
us, in which we find featiments of the moft 
tender affection. We are the more happy at 
prefent to receive fuch marks of your friend- 
fhip, as we have always been moft fingu- 
larly attached co you, and have never ceafed 
to intereft ourfelves in whatever could con- 
cern you. 

‘We congratulate ourfelves, at the fame 
time, on your having received with all poi- 
fible good-will the teftimonies of our 
friendthip, (on account of the illuftrious 
offspring that will one day be the heir of 
your virtues) and the proof of our acknow- 
ledgments for the zeal with which you Ia- 

M4 boured 
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" boutttd for our reconciliation with his Moft 
Chriftian Majefty. By it you have com- 
pleated the proofs of your piety towards 
the Holy See, and havetaken a ftep equally 
glorious and meritorious, The mediation 
which you have employed with our dear 
Sons in Jefus Chrift, the moft virtuous 
Kings your Grandfather, Uncle, and Cou- 
fin, to engage them to erafe from their minds 
every trace of old mifunderftandings, and 
to reftore to us the domains of Avignon, 
‘Benevento, and Porto Corvo, cannot fail 
to be moft effectual. You do us juftice in 
being convinced of our extreme love for 
peace and concord, particularly with the 
auguft Houfe of Bourbon, which has al- 
ways deferved fo well from us, from the 
Chair of St. Peter, and the whole Charch 
in general,———-We never doubted that the 
Religion and wifdom of thefe Sovereigns 
would infpire them with the fame pacific 
fentiments which we cherifh in our own 
breaft. Your royal virtues and the affection 
which your auguft relations moft recfonably 
bear to you, infpire us with the ftrongeft 
hopes from your mediation, They will join 
wich 
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with more zeal to fecond your good inten- 
tions, when they fee peace and harmony re- 
ftored from the fame fource from whence 
the mifunderftanding and difagreement pro- 
ceeded. In return, we will {eize every 
opportunity of proving to you, in the molt 
diftinguithed manner, our gratitude and af- 
fetion. 

‘With all the tendernefs of paternal affec~ 
tion, we give our Apoftolical Benediétion 
to you, as likewife to your virtuous Spout, 
and to your dear new-born Son; and we 
pray the Almighty God that you may in- 
creafe in virtue from day to day, and acquire 
that glory which he hath referved for the 
Ele, 
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SECOND LETTER 


TO THE DUKE OF PARMA, 


S foon as we were informed of the pain: 

you had taken to reconcile us witl 
the Kings our moft dear Sons in Jefu 
Chrift, and reftore to the Holy See it 
ancient poffeffions, we refolved to rende 
you our moft fincere thanks, Now tha 
your wifdom has compleated this yres 
work, we muft publicly proclaim our j. 
and gratitude. We affure you that w 
will never forget this generous procecding 
which has procured us fuch fignal advan 
tages; and that the paternal tendernefs whic 
we have for you, is equal to your great vit 
tues. We therefore pray, in the fulnefs ¢ 
our heart, for whatever can contribute t 
your glory and happinefs. The Marquis ¢ 
Lano, to whom we are tenderly attachec 
on account of his merit and fervices to u 
has doubtlefs declared to you what ot 
fentiments are with regard to you. Ir 
to confirm them more and more, that v 
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continually pray to God to fecond, by the- 
abundance of his heavenly gifts, the Apof- - 
tolical Benediétion with which we falute 
you as the moft certain pledge of our af- 
fection, &c. 


BRIEF, 

To ovr pzar Son PETER FRANCIS 
BOUDIER, art present SUPERIOR- 
GENERAL or BENEDICTINES, or 
tus CONGREGATION or St.MAUR, 
anp GRAND PRIOR or tut ROYAL, 
ABBEY or Sr. DENIS. 


CLEMENT XIv, 


TO OUR DEAR SON, HEALTH AND APOSTO* 
LICAL BENEDICTION ! 


OUR Letter, dicated by refpect, 

attachment, and moft tender loye, 
evidently proves the joy which you and 
your Congregation felt upon our cleva- 
tion to the Sovereign Pontificate. Your 
fentiments for the Apoftolical Chair were 
already known to us, and the new teftimo- 
nies which you give us of them, were not 
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wanted to perfusde us of your attachment 
» tothe Holy See. 

‘We have likewife been very fenfible of 
the demonftrations of zeal, to which you 
and your Congregation have added a new 
value, by praying the Father of Mercies to 
fopport and fortify our weaknefs, by his 
powerful help, in the adminiftration of fuch 
an important employment. 

As to the judgment which you have form- 
ed of Us, We fee nothing but your in- 
dulgence, your filial love, and the ardent 
geal with which you are animated for Us. 
On Our part, We exceedingly defire to 
have fome opportunity of teftifying all the 
good-will we bear towards you, and thofe 
who are fubmitted to your care. In the 
mean time, as a pledge of our paternal 
tendernefs, We give to you, Our dear 
Son, and to your Brethren, with the fullelt 
effufion of Our heart, Our Apoftolical Be- 
nedidion, 


Given at Rous, at St. Maniz-Mayor, ender the 
Fisweaman’s-Ring, the 1th Aoguft, 1769, 
and the Firft Year of our Pontificate. 

BENEDICT STAY, 


BRIEF 


PRIOKR-GENERAL, &c. 253° 


BRIEF , 

To our pzar Son BODDAERT, PRIOR- © 
GENERAL of tHe Orpver of GUIL- 

LELMITES. 
CLEMENT XIV. 
TO OUR DEAR SON, HEALTH AND APOSTO- 
LICAL BENEDICTION ! 

HE joy which you teftify at Our ad- 
vancement to the Sovereign Ponti- 
-ficate, agrees with the attachment which 
your Order has a long time had for us. 
We do not doubr of your adding to 
thofe exterior proofs of your zeal, the affift- 
ance of your prayers to God that he will 
deign to help our weaknefs; and therefore 
we at prefent requeft the continuance of 
them, as the effe& of your charity for us, As 
to our fentiments with regard to you, the 
inftances which we have formerly given of 
our good-will towards you, fufficiently thew 
what you may expect. Be affured thar 
our new dignity, far from leffening that 
good-will, has rather increafed it, efpe- 
cially after the teftimony you have given 
us, that having carefully vificed the Mo- 
nafteries of your Order, you have found 
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‘them obedient to the Rules of their Inftitu- 

+tion. This affurdnce on your part has given 
us the greateft pleafure ;—it redoubles the 
tendernefs which we have for you; and to 
give you a pledge of it, we grant to you, our 
dear Son, and to all the Order intrufted to 
your care, with all the effufion of our heart, 
Our Apoftolical Benedi&ion. 


Given at Rowe, at St. Maniz-Majoa, under the 
Fisuzxwan’s-Ring, the gth of July, 1769, and 
the Fist of our Pontificate. 

BENEDICT STAY. 


SPEECH 

Or CLEMENT IV. 1n rue Secret Consis- 

‘TORY HELD THE 21ft SEPTEMBER, 1770. 
ON THE SUBJECT OF THE RECONCILIATION 
OF PORTUGAL WITH THE COURT OF ROME, 
T feems, our venerable Brethren, that 
Providence hath chofen this day, the 
twenty-fourth of the month, for me to 
notify to you the great event on account 
of which we are affembled in this place; 
this day, which is the anniverfary of my ar- 
rival in Rome; of my advancement to the 
Purple, however unworthy of the honours 
and 
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and I am to announce to you a full and 
entire reconciliation with the court of Por- 
tugal. 

We have juft réceived the moft fincere, 
and the moft eminent proofs of the fub-* 
miffion and zeal of his Moft Faithful 
Majefty:——they have even  furpeffed 
our expitation. The correfpondence and 
attachment which had ever before fubfifted 
between us and that Crown are not only 
again renewed, but likewife confirmed in 
fuch a manner that they have acquired new 
ftrength. 

When we foretold what has juft now 
happened, we founded our hopes upon the 
faith and piety of our moft dear Son in 
Jefus Chrift, who at all times bas given the 
moft unqueftionable proofs of his zeal fur 
the true Religion. The day we were in- 
formed of his reconciliation, increafed the 
glory and advantage of the Holy See, by 
filling us with confolation and joy. “ There 
is, therefore, nothing which we ought not 
to undertake to teftify our acknowledz- 
ments to his Moft Faithful Majefty, and 
no with which we ought not to form for 

1 his 
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his prefcrvation, and that of Marie-Anne- 
Vidtoire, his auguft and dear Spoufe, who 
rivalled him in her great zeal to bring about 
this accommodation, The Count d’Oyeras, 
Secretary of State, is equally deferving of 
our gratitude and praife; and we ought 
not to forget the Governor of Almada, Mi- 
nifter Plenipotentiary with Us; whom we 
have often heard, with the greateft joy, de. 
clare to us the pious and laudable fentiments 
of his Moft Faithful Majefty. As there is 
no method more proper to acquit ourfelves 
of our gratitude to a Prince fo deferving of 
praife, than to pray God to profper him; 
let us beg of him continually to grant us 
that great favour, &c, 


a) a ff 
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SPEECH 


or 
CLEMENT XIV. in tHe Secret Consss- 
TORY, HELD THE 6th Junk, 1774, 


Uron tHe Deata or LOUIS XV, 


Vaneras.e BRETHREN, 

OULD any thing have confoled us in 

the midft of our painful labours, it 
was our knowledge of the redtitude of in- 
tention and attachment to Religion, 2s well 
as to our own perfon, fo eminent in Louis, 
the Moft Chriftian King, buc alas! that 
confolation becomes now the fubject of the 
deepeft forrow. Our life has been a itate-of 
affliction ever fince we heard of his death; 
an event truly fatal, and the confequence 
of a moft cruel diforder. We are the 
more deeply affected, as we have loft 
him in that moment, when he had given 
us the moft confpicuous proofs of his 
juitice, mognanimity, and tender affec- 
tion towards us and the Holy Apoftolical 
See, And what affliéts us yet more, is, 
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«that we cannot now acquit ourfelves to- 
wards him, but by our tears and our 


Neverthelefs, let us adore the decrees of 
Divine Providence, and in fubmitting to the 
will of the Almighty, upon whom the fate 
of Kings abfolutely depends, let us acknow- 
ledge that all is direéted by his wifdom, and 
for his glory. 

Nothing but this refignation to the Di- 
vine Will can leffen our forrow. We no 
fooner heard the danger with which the 
King’s life was threatened, than we ad- 
refed our moft fervent prayers to Hers 
ven, to obtain his recovery. All France 
united their fupplications with ours, and 
all the Royal Family, fhedding torrents of 
tears, acquitted themfelves of the fame duty 5 
particularly our moft dear daughter in Jefus 
Chrift, Marie-Louife of France, who from 
her holy retreat raifed her pious hands to- 
wards Heaven, and gave vent to the deepeft 
forrow. 

If our vows have not been heard, we 
have at leaft a lively hope that our prayers 

may 
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may be ufeful for the repofe of his foul, and 
procure him eternal glory. 

Our hope is founded upon the Jove which 
he always profeffed for the Catholic Reli- 
gion; his attachment to the Holy Sce; his 
good intentions towards us, of which he 
gave us proofs to the laft moment; and 
laftly, upon the fincere repentance which he 
teftified in prefence of his whole Court, 
begging pardon of God, and his kingdom, 
for the errors of his life, and defiring to live 
only to repair them, 

‘The fame prayers which we have put up 
in fecret for the repofe of his foul, We 
fhall put up alfo in public: yet That shalt 
not hinder us from remembering him before 
God, to the laft hour of our life. 

It is requifite upon this occafion to de- 
clare to you, our venerable Brethren, that 
Lovis Auguftus, our moft dear Son in Jefus 
Chrift, Grandfon of the late King, fucceeds 
to the Eftates and Kingdoms of his Grand- 
father, inheriting, at the fame time, all the 
heroic virtues of the Auguft Houfe of 
Bourbon, 
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a We already know his zeal and attach- 
-ament to Religion, as well 23 his filial love 
@ewards us. His pathetic letters filled with 
affection, joined to the fame of his excel- 
lent qualities, which are every where pub- 
lithed, are the moft convincing proofs how 
well we have founded our expectations. We 
have nothing more at heart than to anfwer, 
as much as we poffibly can, fuch laudable 
fentiments. 

‘We at the fame time inform you, that our 
venerable Bro.her Francis-Joachim, Cardi- 
nal of Bernis, formerly Ambaffador from the 
late King to our Perfun, hath been con- 
tinued in the fame charaéer by his creden- 
tials, which he hath prefented tous. In fhew- 
ing you our perfett fatisfaction upon that 
fubje@, we obferve yours to fhine forth, 
knowing that you are perfuaded, as weil 
as we, that he is a moft faithful inter- 
preter both of the King’s intentions and 
curs, in order to pref&rve a happy har- 
mony. 

Let us by our moft ardent prayers con- 
jure the Almighty, from whom Kings held 
their crowns and kingdoms, to thed his moft 

abundant 
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abundant bleffings upon our moft dedt Son 
in Jefus Chrift, Louis-Auguftus of France, 
that in the courfe of his reign he may enjoy 
all profperity, and live in fuch a manner 
as to be ufeful to the caufe of Religion, 


and advantageous to the illuftrious French 
nation, 


B U L L 
FOR THE : 
UNIVERSAL JUBILEE, 
IN THE YEAR M,DCC,LXXV. 


LEMENT, Bifhop, Servant of the 
Servants of God, to all the Faithful in 
Jefus Chrift, to whom thele Letters fhall 
come, Health and Apoftolical Benediétion. 
Jefus Chrift our Lord, the Author of 
our Salvation, not fatisfied with procuring 
to man, by his death and paffion, a deli- 
verance from the old flavery of fin, a re- 
turn to life and liberty, an exaltation to 
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| fublime title of Co-heirs to his glory, 
Children of God; has added to all 
! favours one infinitely precious, and 
deftined for thofe, who, draw afide 
by human frailty, and their own per- 
verfenefs, have unfortunately forfeited the 
right they had to the Divine inheritance. 
By the power to remit fins, which he gave 
to the Prince of Apoftles when he intrufted 
hin with the keys of the kingdom of Hea- 
var, he has procured to finners a means 
nf expiating their tranfgreffions, of recover- 
‘ag their firft innocence, and receiving the 
truits of Redemption, As it is the only 
means they poffeis, who have deviated from 
the law of the Lord, to re-enter into friend- 
thip with God, and to attain eternal fal- 
vation, the fucceffors of St. Peter, the 
heirs of his power, have never had any 
thing more a heart than to fummon all 
fiances to the divine fource of mercy, to 
vile: and promife pardon to true penitents, . 
ac to invite even thofe who are held in’ 
heavy chains of fin to the hopes of re- 





Although 
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Although the exercife of a duty of 
this importance, fo ncceffary for man’s fal- 
vation, has never interrupted the cares 
of their Apoftolical Miniftry, they have 
neverthelefs judged proper to chufe and 
fix, in the courfe of ages, certain remarkable 
periods for engaging finners to foften the 
Divine wrath, to embrace penitence as the 
only plank which remains after shipwreck , 
and that by the hope of a more ample har. 
veft of graces and pardons, and by the 
public and general liberty to fhare the trea- 
fares of indulgence of which they are the 
depofitaries.—And that no generation might 
be deprived of the precious advantages at- 
tached to thefe times of relaxation, they 
have fixed the return of every twenty-fifth 
year as the year of Jubilee, the holy year, 
the year of grace and reniffion, which 
they have ordered to be opened in the City 
which is looked upon as the center and feat 
of Religion. 

‘We then, in conformity with fo falutary 
acuftém, and one of thefe privileged years 
being at hand, are anxious to announce it 
to all of you, our dear Children. whn are 
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yinited in the profeffion of the fame faich 
with us, and the holy Roman Catholic 
Church; and we exhort you to labour for 
the g@pd of your fouls, and to profit by 
fuch means of fanétification 2s may be 
moft effectual. We offer you a thare of 
all the riches of the Divine mercy and cle- 
mency which have been intrufted to us; 
and chiefly of thofe which have their origin 
in the blood of Jefus Chrift. We will 
then open to you all the gates of the rich 
refervoir of Atonement derived from the 
merits of the Holy Mother of God, the 
holy Apoftles, the blood of the Martyrs, and 
the good works of all the Saints, fo great 
and fincere is our defire to facilitate to you 
the recovery of peace and reconciliation. 
Now, nothing contributes more than 
the multitude of helps which may be ex- 
petted from the Communion of the Saints. 
United to their auguft fociety, we with them 
compofe the body of the Church, which 
is one indivifible, and that of Jefus Chrift’ 
himfelf, whofe blood purifies us, enlivens 
us, and puts us in a condition to be ufeful 
tooneanother. For to give more luftre to 
5 the 
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the immenfity of his love and mercy, ¢s ren- 
der mare fenfible she ftrength and infinite 
efficacy of hia Baffin, and his meshes; the 
Rasdormnes of rnankiad bath beer pleafed. ta 
difpertache qfietts of it aver all the Mem-! 
bere wf hin myitic body, that they may 
mese cafilp afGR one another, by the com- 
nvanicaionef their seeiproesl kelp and ade 
vancages, In thisafibottion-fo wifely oon, 
ttived, of which hie me@ precious blood 
iacthe beginniag, andthe union of hearts 
the whole firength, his intcntion wes to in- 
duco the rendernels of the Etornal Father to 
guagt his eneecy to us, by profenting to Him 
the ingaluable price of the blood of His Sen, 
ghe prusits of. che Saints, and the power of 
Gheir fatteages, axthe mot: aeual motives 
so-detormine him. 

\ Wo. inviee- you then tb drink of this 
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Q all of you, then, who ase the Children 
of the Chusch, do not ket flip the prefent 
octafion, this favourable time, thefe falv- 
tary days, of employing them to apptale 
the jnftice of Gpd,.and obtain your pardon ! 
Do not brieg, as an excufe fer your de- 
lay, the fetigues of the voyage, the troubles 
of the journeyi—Whea we propof to thow- 
ey upor you the gifts of heavenly Gracey 
to-‘introducs you into the Taberacles 
of the Lord, is it ptoper, for you to fuf- 
fer yourfelves to be difinayed by inconve- 
niencies, or obftacles, which never deter 
thofe,whom curiofity or the thirit of gain 
daily lead to the moft diftant regions? 
Even thofe toils which might difmay you, 
being undertaken from fo noble a motive, 
will affift you infinitely in reaping the moft 
abundant fruits from your penitence. For 
this reafon, the Church has always looked 
upon the old cuftom of Pilgrimages as Gin- 
gularly ufful, being perfunded, that the 
difagreeable inconwenieacies which neoef- 
farily attend them, are {9 many compenfa- 
tions for paft fins, and convincing proofs 
vf Gncere repentence. If the adtivity of 
your 
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your zeal, the ardour of your love for God, 
fhould kindle to fuch a degree as to make 
you forget your fatigues, or even to lefien 
them, be not alarmed; for that holy joy 
will accelerate your reconciliation, and 
make a principal part of the fatisfaction 
for thofe fins that you were charged with, 
Since much will be forgiven bim whe bath auch 
loved. : 


Haften then to the City of Sion; come 
and fill yourfelves with the abuidance 
which reigns in the houfe of the Lord: 
Every thing here will lead you to iepent- 
ance, even the afpect of this City, the om 
inary habitation of Faith and Piety, the 
Sepulchre of the Apofties, the tomb-.of the 
Martyrs. When you fee this land which was 
fprinkled with their blood, when the numbet- 
Jefe veftiges of their fandity prefent them- 
Selves to you on every fide, it will be impofft 
ble for you to refift that fevere repentance 
which will prefs upon you, for having with- 
drawn from the ruks and laws which they 
followed, and which you promifed to fol- 
low. ‘You will find in the dignity of the Di- 
vine worlhip, in the majefty of the Temples, 

WT « 
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a powerful voice which will remind you that 
you are the Temple of the Living God; 
that he will animate you to adam it, and 
with the greater teal, for your having for- 
‘merly had an inclination co profane it, and 
to grieve the Holy Spirit. What mut 
fopport your refolution, will be the groans 
sad tears of « gteat ountber of Chriitians, 
whom you will behold lamenting their wr 
tors, and foliciting their pardon with God. 
The fentiments of forrow at picty, which 
you will witefs, thall very foon paft inw 
your hearts with a quicknefs which muft 
Surprife you. 

But to this holy forrow, this religious 
mourning, the moft tender confolations 
will not fhil to fuceeed, whem you fee s 
amukitude of people and oxtions haitening 
in crowds to prettife works of juftice and 
Fepentanct. Cah yta then ever hope fot & 
amore agreeable, u more ravithing fpeftacle, 
than that of giving to the whole work a 
fenGble gnage of the glorious triumph of 
the Crofs, and of Religion? At keaft, on 
our part, we thall be happy on occafion of 
the aloft univerfel re-union of the Chil 

dren 
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dren of the Church; perfuaded that we 
thali find for ourfelves, in the mutual ef- 
forts of your charity and piety, an ample 
fuperabundance of help and refources: for 
we have the fulleft confidence, that when 
you hall have fupplicated with us the Di- 
vine Diftributor of Grace for the preferva-, 
tion of the Faith, for the rerurn of thofe 
people who have feparated from us, fog the 
tranquillity of the Church, and the happi- 
nefs of the Chriftian Princes, you will be- 
fore your God remember your common 
Father, who heartily loves you; and pro- 
cure, by your vows and intreaties, the 
ftrength neceffary for our weaknefs, to fup- 
port the immenfe load which has beea im- 
poled upon us. ’ 

And jou, our venerable Brethren, Pa- 
triarchs, Primates, Archbifhops and Bi- 
Shops, join in our folicitude; charge your; 
felves with our duties and your own; pros 
Claim to the people who are intrufted to you, 
thefe times of penitence and propitiation, 
on this occafion fo favourable for obtain; 
ing the remiffion of fins, which our pater- 
nal love has prefented to the whole Chrif- 

N3 tian 
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tian world, in conformity to the ancient 
pradlice of the Churth, exert your utmoft 
care and authority to produce good fruit 
for the falvation of fouls. May they hear 
you explain fuch works of humilicy and 
Chriftian charity as they ought to praftife, 
that they itay be better difpofed to receive 
the fruits of the Heavenly Grace which is 
patna their wants | May they learn, both 
by your preceprs and example, thet they 
ought to have recourle to faftings, praytr, 
and alms-giving. 

If there be any among you, our vene- 
rable Brethren, who will take upon them, 
as an increafe of their Paftoral lxboors, 
the care of conducting in perfon a patt of 
their flock towards the City, which is the 
Citadel of Religion, and from whence the 
fources of induigence fpring, they may be 
affured that we will receive them with alt 
the fenfibility of the moft tender father. 
Independently of the laftre which they will 
procure.to our folemnity, they will be 
enabled, after firch noble fatigues, after 
fach meritorious labours, to reap the moft 
ampke harveft of the gifts of Divine mercy ; 

x and 
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and at their return with the reft of their 
flock, they will have the confblation of dif’ 
tributing to chem this precious ftore. 

We do not doubt that our moft dear’ 
Sons, the Emperor, the Kings, und all the! 
Chriftian Princes, will affift us with their’ 
authority in the vows which‘ wé mike for 
the falvation of fovfs, fo that they tnay have’ 
the happy fuccets which we expect. We ex- 
hort them, therefore, with all out foul, to con- 
cur with us in fuch = manner as may 
correfpond with their love of Religion, and 
the zeal of our venerable Brethren the Bi- 
fhops; to favour their undertaking, and to 
procure fafety and convenience on the roads 
to ali Pilgrims. They cannot but know, 
that fuch cares mraft conttibute greatly to 
the tranquillity of their reign; and that 
God will be the more propitious end fa- 
vourable to them, the more they fhew them- 
felves attentive to increafe his glory for the 
good of the Peopie. 

But in the end, that thefe Prefenta may 
come, &e. 

Given wt Roar, at Gt. Manrz-Mayor, &e. ft the 


bot aleeadeg ac Lin the 12th of May, and 
the Gfth Year of our Pontificate, mite 
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THIS Bull, with which we finith our 
calledtion, may be looked upon as the Tef- 
tament of Clement XIV. Death, which 
from that time yras ready to feize him, gave 
him an inward warning that his end was ap- 
proaching, that this was the laft time he 
fhould {peak to.the Faithful, and that God 
required the facrifice of his life. . 

.Every one fhared in the misfortune ; 
and all Communions, however differing i in 
their perfuafions, united in praying to the 
Lord for the prefervation of a Pontiff, who 
was fo agreeable to all .the crowned heads, 
and beloved by the whole world, Some 
recollected the goodnefs with which he had 
received them; others, his love of wifdom 
and peace, while he. himfelf, regardlefs of 
the fevere pains which heendured, employed 
his interrupted refpiration in fighing ta Hea- 
ven for the obtaining the kingdom of truth 
and concord upon Earth, and to leave after 
him ee Jove for peace and 
Juftice, 

“1 was defirous to procure fome of the 
Letrers he wrote. during the fix laf 
soonths of bir life, which was a time of 

ial 
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trial and pain, but could not poffibly ob- 
tain them. However, we have enough co 
thew us, that this great Pontiff adhered effen- 
tially to the fundamentals of Religion, with- 
out being attached to any opinion, and with- 
out having the leaft {pirit of Party. What is 
certain, is, that nothing but Prejudice can 
with-hold his praife ;—Pofterity muft value 
him according to his merit, and fincerely 
lament their not having known him. Nei- 
ther paffion, cabals nor prejudice, will be 
capable of obfcuring his glory--and Truth 
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